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ABSTRACT 

Umi Nurul Fahri, 2022. “The Effectiveness of Using Web Blog to Improve 

Students’ Writing Skill during Online Learning in English Language 

Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo”. A thesis of English Language 

Education Study Program at Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty, State 

Islamic Institute of Palopo (IAIN Palopo). Under supervisor, Dr. Muhaemin 

as the first consultant and Yuyun Ruqiyyat Said as the second consultant. 

 

This research was aimed to find out the effectiveness of using web blog to improve 

students writing skill during online learning in English Language Education Study 

Program of IAIN Palopo. This research was classified as a pre-experimental 

research. The sample of this research was 15 students taken from the sixth semester 

of English Language Education Study Program at IAIN Palopo. The instrument of 

this research was Web Blog and test. The researcher collected the data through pre-

test, treatment, and post-test. The data was analyzed statistically by using SPSS 24 

edition. The research results showed that web blog helped the students to achieve a 

greater improvement on their accuracy and complexity in writing skill. It revealed 

that the mean score in the post-test stage was higher than the score on the pre-test 

score (60 < 85,07). Besides, the value of t-count is 13.273 with the df (degree of 

freedom) value 14, while the t-table for the standard of significant level 0,05 (5%) 

on df = 14 is 2144. In other words, the t-count was higher than the value of the t-

table. It meant that the N0 (Null Hypothesis) was rejected and H1 (Alternatif 

Hypothesis) was accepted. It proved that using web blog in writing is effective to 

improve students’ writing skill. 

 

Key Words : Web blog, Writing, Online Learning, Web Blog in Writing learning. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

 

English is an international language, is used in many countries as a 

meaning of communication and it has great function in many aspects of life such 

as in politics, business, trade, and diplomatic relationship. Furthermore, English 

also cannot be separated from development of technology, science, economics, 

and education. Considering the importance of English, Indonesian government 

has chosen English as the first foreign language and fundamental subject in our 

educational system. English is included in curriculum for the educational system 

in Indonesia. Based competence curriculum, the teaching learning of English has 

the purpose to develop four language skills. 

Writing is one of the language skills that should be taught beside the other 

skills. It is seen as a difficult productive skill, because it requires complex 

thinking. The need for literacy abilities attained through writing processes cuts 

across the geographical division suggesting that writing skills are essential 

globally. Thus, writing is an essential element of literacy because it conveys a 

meaning from the thinking process to the reader. Moreover, writing is not merely 

a tool for transmitting knowledge, it is also a source of knowledge, it is not only 

a problem space but also a resource for dealing with language and thoughts.1 

                                                             
1 Fahad Hamad Aljumah, “Saudi Learner Perceptions and Attitudes towards the Use of 

Blogs in Teaching English Writing Course for EFL Majors at Qassim University,” English Language 

Teaching 5, no. 1 (2012): 100–116, https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v5n1p100. 
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Students should have knowledge and understanding of what makes 

comprehensible writing and the essential writing techniques depending on the 

topic and format requirements. 

In this modern era, online learning is a motivation that can be utilized in 

the learning process. It allows students to communicate widely and directly with 

others without time or place limitations. Online learning has provided the 

language teaching field with many advantages such as increasing students’ 

motivation, providing them with authentic material and allowing them to interact 

effectively in real and social contexts. Web blog is one of the online learning 

media that provides a great deal of advantages in teaching2. 

Online learning in English Language Education Study Program of IAIN 

Palopo has implemented as a learning solution. From the result of interview 

with some students, the researcher identified two factors that cause an ineffective 

teaching and learning of writing. First, it comes from the students themselves; 

they lack basic writing skill, and they also lose confidence in writing. In addition, 

they need a lot of practice as they don’t have enough chance to practice writing. 

According to curriculum of English Language Education Study Program 

of IAIN Palopo, students are expected to be able to write good English 

paragraphs. However, it can be solved by using the recent educational tool, a web 

blog. A web blog learning provides theoretically and practical benefits. This 

research is expected to be useful for the development of English learning theory, 

                                                             
2 Keith W Hamon, “ Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerful Web Tools for Classrooms 

,” Organization Management Journal 8, no. 2 (2011): 129–31, https://doi.org/10.1057/omj.2011.19. 
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especially in technology era. It is also useful to enrich the repertoire of 

experimental research. Practically, this research is useful for lecturers who teach 

writing courses in English education study program at IAIN Palopo. Based on 

the case above, the researcher is interested to conduct a research entitled: The 

Effectiveness of Using Web Blog To Improve Students’ Writing Skill During 

Online Learning In English Language Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo. 

B. Research Question 

 

The identification and delimitation of the problems above leads the 

researcher to formulate the problem as a research question as follow: 

“Does web blog effectively improve students’ writing skill during online 

learning in English Language Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo?” 

C. Research Objective 

 

Due to limitation and condition, this research is only to know the 

effectiveness of using Web Blog to improve students’ writing skill during online 

learning. The learning materials were designed in a web blog. 

D. Research Significance 

 

The result of this research is expected to give useful information to the 

research world and the other parts, such as: 

1. For the students 

 

This research is expected to improve their writing skill by using Web 

Blog during online learning. 

2. For the readers 

 

It is expected to increase the knowledge of web blog as a learning media 
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especially in writing subjects. 

3. For the English teachers 

 

This research is expected to be able to manage and arrange an appropriate 

class and make it interest to teach. 

E. Research Scope 

 

The researcher used experimental research method that focus on the 

effectiveness of using web blog to improve writing skill during online learning. 

Besides that, the researcher used pre-experimental design of this research with 

pre-test, treatment, and post-test. 

F. Operational Definition 

 

Based on the title “The Effectiveness of Using Web Blog to Improve 

Students’ Writing Skill during Online Learning in English Language Education 

Study Program of IAIN Palopo” the researcher gave definition as follows: 

Writing is a process organizing the idea, opinions, and feelings into written 

form. It is a complex activity with the control language both of the sentence level 

and beyond the sentence rank. It is also considered as the most complicated 

language skill to be learned, compared to other language skills. There are four 

basic skills that must be mastered. They are listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. Writing holds an important role in studying foreign languages. 

Especially in studying English writing is an activity where the researcher must 

have the ability to compose meaningful information, so the readers would be 

easily understand3. 

                                                             
3 Siahaan, Issues in Linguistics (Yogyakarta, 2008). 
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Web blog (or blog) is electronic journal that allows the user to keep records 

of their writing on a website. It is a web publishing software which allows users 

to create and edit the content of a web page with minimal technical expertise.4 

The components of web blog are; the post date, category, title, body, trackback, 

comments, permalink, and footer. Web blog have two main features; first, they 

give people the choice to edit the web blog by adding a text, hyperlinks, pictures, 

videos, and audio clips, and to comment or respond to the post displayed. Second, 

they have the robust archival features, i.e., web blog and posts can automatically 

be archived, with the public who are allowed to access, search and retrieve 

content. Also, web blog is easy to set up, and posts are simple to comment on. 

Online learning is the process of teaching and learning that utilize the 

internet and digital media in the submission of the material. Online learning is 

considered closer to the current student generation known to be very fused with 

technology products. Online learning can also be used as an alternative learning 

in many situations. This is one form of digitizing in the world of education that 

has many benefits, including more practical and flexible, the approach more in 

line with the present, more fun and personal learning experience, saving time and 

expense, eco-friendly and easy documented, as well as can become alternative 

learning. Web blog in teaching learning is very helpful for both teacher and 

students because it is providing learning opportunities in interactive 

environments, fostering language learners written communication. The use of 

web blog is mainly supported by the constructive approach as their use 

                                                             
4 Holtz, “Communicating in the World of Web 2.0,” Communication World, 2006. 
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underscores interaction. It serves as a valuable tool for developing ideas 

collaboratively both students and teacher. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Related Literature 

 

In composing this thesis, the researcher compiled related researchers to 

this research as follows: 

Peshraw Saalam Abdalqadir wrote an article entitled “Development of a 

Mobile Application to Teach English”. The finding of this research showed that 

utilizing mobile improved application basic enhancing the learning abilities of 

students. The application helps students learn at their leisure times without the 

presence of their instructor or teacher. The application can be accessed through 

the Google play market store. The application contains lots functionalities that 

will help to learn the English anytime, anywhere and also optimizes learning 

English language result5. What makes the difference is the type of tool. 

Orachorn, wrote an article entitled “Using Web blogs To Improve 

Students’ Summary Writing Abilities”. The result revealed that after the students 

worked together on web blog, their English summary writing mean score of the 

post-test was higher than that of the pre-test, and they had positive attitudes 

towards using web blog in learning. Regarding cooperative learning experiences 

through using web blog, most students thought that it was interesting, a 

                                                             
5 Peshraw Salam Abdalqadir, “Development of a Mobile Application to Teach English,” 

2017. 
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new experience to work with their friends on the web blogs.6 The researcher 

continued this research with a different method, online learning method. 

Desiani Natalina Muliasari, wrote a journal entitled “The Internet as an 

Aid in Developing Writing Skills”. This research sought to investigate the use of 

the internet in academic writing class. It also investigated the development of 

students’ writing abilities. From the result of the findings and discussion in the 

previous chapter, the major conclusion of the research is that the use of the 

internet technologies as an aid in academic writing class is successfully applied 

in some ways. With respect to the internet use in academic writing, despite its 

obstacles in holding this activity, it indeed gave benefits to the students as well 

the lecturer7. Through this research, the researcher inspired to design an interest 

writing class by using web blog. 

Julie Stella wrote a journal entitled “Teaching Writing in Online Distance 

Education: Supporting Student Success”. An intervention is a counseling action 

an instructor may use to support a student who struggles to work productively in 

an online writing instruction (OWI) course. The authors recommend early 

intervention activities performed by email and text messaging at many 

opportunistic intervention points during the course of the instruction. As well, 

developing an intervention strategy prior to course beginning to assist in planning 

                                                             
6 Orachorn Kitchakarn, “Using Blogs to Improve Students’ Summary Writing Abilities,” 

Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education 13, no. 4 (2012): 209–19. 
7 Desiani Natalina Muliasari, “The Internet as an Aid in Developing Writing Skills,” UPI, 

2010. 
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and preparation is advocated and recommended8. This research showed how to 

be productive through online media, while the researcher focused on how to 

make a good writing based on learning media. 

In this previous related literature, researcher has the same purpose. Those 

are integrating an application in teaching and also improving writing skills. The 

first research integrated a different media with researcher, that is a Mobile 

Application. The second research investigated the effects of using web blog in 

learning. The third research did not focus about the media that is used. The fourth 

research focused on how to be productive in online writing. 

The researcher is more confidence to continue this research to the next 

steps. This research conducted for English students at IAIN Palopo. This research 

points out that the web blog is an effective tool for students to improve English 

writing. Then it further described the influences of using web blog in English 

writing. 

B. Some Pertinent Ideas 

 

1. Web blog 

A web blog is a web publishing software which allows users to create and 

edit the content of a web page with minimal technical expertise.9 The components 

of web blog are; the post date, category, title, body, trackback, comments, 

permalink, and footer. Web blog have two main features; first, they give people 

                                                             
8 Julie Stella and Michael Corry, “Teaching Writing in Online Distance Education: 

Supporting Student Success.,” Online Journal of Distance Learning Administration 16, no. 2 (2013): 

73. 
9 Holtz, “Communicating in the World of Web 2.0.” 
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the choice to edit the web blog by adding a text, hyperlinks, pictures, videos, and 

audio clips, and to comment or respond to the post displayed. Second, they have 

the robust archival features, i.e., web blog and posts can automatically be 

archived, with the public who are allowed to access, search and retrieve. Also, 

web blog easy to set up, and posts are simple to comment on. 

Three types of web blog commonly used in the language classroom are the 

tutor web blog, the learner web blog, and the class web blog. First, the tutor web 

blog is what the teacher sets and runs it for students to practice reading, explore 

of English websites, and exchange their opinions online by using comment 

buttons, access class or syllabus information, so it serves as a resource of links 

for self - study. Second, the learner web blog is what an individual student creates 

and runs. Students can post their thoughts related to their reading. Thus, it 

encourages student self- expression; it also develops a sense of ownership. 

Lastly, the class web blog is shared by both teacher and students. It encourages 

students to post messages, images and links related to classroom discussion 

topics. The class web blog can facilitate project - based learning, and it can be 

used as a virtual space for an international classroom language exchange10. 

2. Writing 

a. The definition of writing 

Writing is one of the four language skills beyond listening, speaking and 

reading in language teaching. Writing can be represented as a process of 

                                                             
10 Aaron Patrick Campbell, “Weblogs for Use with ESL Classes,” The Internet TESL 

Journal 9, no. 2 (2003): 33–35. 
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transporting thought into written language. Writing is the mental work of 

inventing ideas, thinking how about to express them, and organizing them 

into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to a reader11. Writing gives a 

unique opportunity to explore ideas and acquire information. By writing, 

someone can express his thoughts more communicable to other. 

Based on the definition about writing above, the researcher concluded that 

writing is the process of asserting ideas in words on a piece of paper. In the 

process of writing, the students demand to have enough ideas, construct them 

well and express them in an appropriate style. Writing is one of productive skills 

in cultivating a language that should be owned by students12. Writing skill can be 

improved through technology. It would create a new classroom environment, in 

this case being a creative and innovative classroom environment. 

b. Component of writing 

Writing is a skill that complex to learn because it requires the students to 

treat several components. There are five components of writing. They are; 

content, organizational effectiveness, grammatical knowledge, vocabulary use, 

and mechanics. 

1) Content 

 This component aims to evaluate the writer’s capability to answer a given 

question in writing by serving various of compliances such as entity and intercourse 

                                                             
11 Ling Shi and David Nunan, “Second Language Teaching and Learning,” TESOL 

QUARTERLY, 2018. 
12 Asep Muhyidin, “Does the Writing Exposition Text Ability Correlate to Reading Habit 

and Discourse Markers Mastery?,” Journal for the Education of Gifted Young Scientists 8, no. 2 

(2020): 885–95, https://doi.org/10.17478/JEGYS.682065. 
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supporting sentence, explanation, and example.  

2) Organization 

This component aims to evaluate the writer’s capability to build and 

manage ideas and supporting sentences cohesively and coherently inside and 

among the paragraphs. The paragraphs must be easy for the reader to absorb the 

information. 

3) Grammatical knowledge 

The quality of sentence constructions will be affected when students 

whose second language is English are careless in language and grammatical 

competency13. Write the evaluate the writer’s capability to improve syntactic 

variant and complexity carefully. 

4) Vocabulary use 

Frequent writing improves writing in that word choice becomes 

immediate, with much less interference from the learner’s first language. While 

using blogging, learners feel it is easier to verify the words they are unaware of 

or unsure about. This also helps them avoid first-language interference as much 

as possible. The group’s writings seem generally better with regard to word 

choice. The participants here have the opportunity to replace any misused word 

to create a better writing flow. Web blogging provides users with words that are 

more appropriate in terms of register and genre. 

5) Mechanics 

                                                             
13 Lely Refnita, “Students’ Grammatical Problems in Writing Simple Paragraphs : Lack of 

Grammatical Competency or Language Carelessness ?,” Proceedings of ISELT FBS Universitas 

Negeri Padang 2 (2014): 292–300, http://ejournal.unp.ac.id/index.php/selt/article/view/6716. 
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This component evaluates the writer’s capability to comply the 

conventions of English writing such as margins and indentation, spelling, 

capitalization, and punctuation. The mechanics must be considered well to make 

the ideas or information that are written deliver easily to the readers. 

c. Characteristic of an effective writing 

Paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of 

related sentences develops one main idea. The number of sentences is 

unimportant; however, the paragraph should be long enough to develop the main 

idea clearly. A paragraph has three major structural parts: a topic sentence, 

supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence14. 

According to harmer, there are two characteristic of an effective 

paragraph. Those are coherence and cohesion15. 

1) Coherence 

Coherence means that the paragraph is easy to read and easy to understand, 

then the sentence in the paragraph must be logically arranged and the movement 

from one sentence, the reader can understand at last two things. 

a) The writer’s purpose a coherent text can make the reader understand what the 

writer’s purpose. Is it for giving information, expressing, or entertaining to 

reader? 

b) The writer’s line of thought the reader should be able to follow the story and 

should not get confused with the content of the story. 

                                                             
14 Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue, Writing Academic English (New York: Addison Wesley 

Publishing Company, 1996). 
15 Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing (Pearson Education India, 2006). 
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2) Cohesion 

A paragraph is called cohesion if all supporting sentences can support the 

topic sentence. Alice and Ann unity as a requirement of an effective paragraph. 

They are: “Every good paragraph has unity, which means that in each paragraph 

only one main idea is discussed if the writer starts to discuss new idea, he must 

start a new paragraph. Furthermore, every supporting sentence in the paragraph 

must be directly related to the main idea16. 

d. Process of writing 

The writing process consists of some steps. They are pre-writing, drafting, 

revising, editing and publishing17. 

1) Pre-writing 

This step helps the writer to find out the right word for the expression. 

This is an important component of the process of writing, as it includes the 

gathering and organizing of information that would be going into writer writes 

up. It may include talking to people or taking interviews in order to gather 

relevant information. It includes choosing a topic, becoming aware of the 

audience, brainstorming and discussing idea, and organizing the thoughts and the 

information obtained. At this step, the writer creates an outline of the writing. In 

case of a story, pre-writing will also involve sketching of its characters. 

2) Drafting 

After the information is gathered and organized, the next step is to make a 

                                                             
16 Hogue, Writing Academic English. 
17 Arya Budi Wibowo, “Improving Writing Skill by Using Process Writing Approach for 

Semester X Students of SMAN 1 Kasihan,” Yogyakarta State University, 2013. 
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systematic draft of the same. It requires to organize the gathered information in 

a systematic manner, such that one idea is discussed each paragraph or similar 

ideas are given under the same section of the write-up. The incidents have to be 

mentioned in the right order and in such a way that the story gets a flow. The 

organizing of information when writing requires the use of logic. The draft should 

be such that the message that the writer wants to give to the readers in conveyed 

in an effective way. So that the draft is comprehensive, the writer may need to 

include different perspectives of the subject that is handing and ensure that all its 

aspects are properly covered. 

3) Revising 

In the third step, the writer is expected to review the drafts. Revising is an 

important constituent of writing as it requires the writer to give another thought 

to writer own writing and change it as and where needed. This is the step in which 

the writer decides on the approach to take and the views or opinions to express. 

4) Editing 

In this step, the mechanical aspects of students’ writings are checked. The 

mechanical aspects are margins and indentation, spelling, capitalization, and 

punctuation. This step is important so that students’ writings are able to read and 

ready to share. In this step the author should reread to ensure that writing is 

clear18. 

5) Publishing 

When the writing is published, it becomes open to reader feedback. 

                                                             
18 Harmer, How to Teach Writing. 
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Depending on the quality of written work, the writer may be appreciated or 

criticized by the readers. Getting the work published is the goal of a writer and 

also the final step in the process of writing. Publishing of the work gives the 

opportunity to connect with the readers and receive their feedback. Their 

response determines the popularity of your work and helps to improve for the 

better. 

e. Problems of writing 

Jeen Peter and Govindarajan Singaravelu found that there are several 

problems that are detected in student acquisition of English writing. They are 

problems on spelling, grammar, syntax, punctuation and diction19. 

1) Spelling 

Spelling error refers to orthographic and phonological problems20. 

Orthographic problems indicate to a case where misspelled word and written 

target word sounds the same, however, the grapheme or the written form does 

not correspond with target grapheme or target word21. In the other hand, 

phonological problems refer to a case where the misspelled word and the target 

word do not sound the same because the written symbols and the spoken sound 

do not correspond22. 

 

                                                             
19 Govindarajan Singaravelu, Jeen Peter, and G Singaravelu, “Problems in Writing in 

English among High School Learners,” Aegaeum Journal 8, no. 9 (2020): 1502–15, 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/351048985. 
20 Muchammad Affandy, “Spelling Error Analysis in Students’ Writing Recount Text at 

Eleventh Grade in MA Al-Muayyad Surakarta in The Academic Year of 2019/2020,” Diss. IAIN 

Surakarta, 2020. 
21 Reima Al-Jarf, “Spelling Error Corpora in EFL,” ERIC 7, no. 173 (2010): 6–15. 
22 Affandy, “Spelling Error Analysis in Students’ Writing Recount Text at Eleventh Grade 

in MA Al-Muayyad Surakarta in The Academic Year of 2019/2020.” 
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2) Grammar 

There are various types of grammatical errors that occur in students’ 

writings. They are adverbs, conjunctions, pronoun, article, preposition, subject- 

verb agreement, noun, verb tense and adjective. These problems occur because 

the students have poor command23. 

3) Syntactical 

Syntactical includes demonstrative determiner, tense, subject-verb 

agreement, passive voice, and auxiliary and noun phrase. The syntactical 

problems occur in the types of disordering, omission, miss information and 

addition24. 

4) Punctuation 

Punctuation errors in students’ writings include the use of full stop and 

comma, colon and semi colon, hyphen and dash, and brackets and parentheses. 

Because they cannot differentiate between the use of those punctuation25. 

5) Diction 

Diction is a word option for writers to express their ideas, opinions, or 

feelings in their writings. Diction problems in students’ writings are caused by 

                                                             
23 Sofe Ahmed, “The Current Practices of Teaching Grammar in CLT at Secondary School 

Level in Bangladesh: Problems and Probable Solutions,” Theory and Practice in Language Studies 

3, no. 8 (2013): 1328–34, https://doi.org/10.4304/tpls.3.8.1328-1334. 
24 Gayo Hendri and Pratomo Widodo, “An Analysis of Morphological and Syntactical 

Errors on the English Writing of Junior High School Indonesian Students,” International Journal of 

Learning, Teaching and Educational Research 17, no. 4 (2018): 58–70. 
25 Alhadi Abdusalam Shweba and Yan Mujiyanto, “Errors of Spelling, Capitalization, and 

Punctuation Marks in Writing Encountered by First Year College Students in Al-Merghib University 

Libya,” English Education Journal 7, no. 2 (2017): 92–102, 

http://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/eej. 
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the influence of their first language, translation, and indecency26. 

f. Genres of writing 

According to Brown, there are three main genres of writing: 

1) Academic writing: papers and general subject report, essays, compositions, 

academically focused journal, short-answer test responses, technical reports, 

theses, dissertations. 

2) Job-related writing: messages, letters or e-mails, memos, reports, schedules, 

labels, signs, advertisements, manuals. 

3) Personal writing: letters, e-mails, greeting cards, invitations, messages, notes, 

calendar entries, shopping lists, reminders, financial documents, forms, 

questionnaires, medical reports, diaries, personal journals, fiction27.  

g. The purposes of writing 

According to Braine and May defined four common purposes in writing, 

there are; writing to inform, writing to explain, writing to persuade, and writing 

to amuse others. First, writing to inform purposed to educate the readers about a 

topic of which we have some knowledge. Writing that provides interesting details 

and facts to hold an audience’s attention. It means that writers share interest 

knowledge to readers knows. Second, writing to explain is to describe the topic 

which was not clearly becomes more understand able, by using examples or other 

facts. In other words, a writer takes what is unclear and makes it clear. Then, 

writing to persuade is more demanding and more ambitious than many other 

                                                             
26 Jabal Nur, “Errors in Using Diction and Grammar of Students’ Final Course Academic 

Writing of Department of English Education At Jakarta State University,” English Language 

Teaching for EFL Learners 1, no. 1 (2019): 63, https://doi.org/10.24252/elties.v1i1.7248. 
27 H. Douglas Brown, Language Assessment (New York: Longman, 2004). 
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types of writing. It means thatwriters convince the readers to accept the ideas. 

The last, writing to amuse other means someone who uses language and 

established forms well to express his or her point of view. It is writing to entertain 

and give the reader something to enjoy28. 

When people are going to write may think that the purpose of writing a 

paper is to complete the assignment or to get a good grade. However, these 

purposes don’t tell someone what to do in their paper. They might try asking 

themselves brief questions to increase the flow of purposes: What do I want to 

tell the readers? Why am I writing this? What do I hope to accomplish? Who will 

read this?29 

3. Online learning 

Online learning is a method of education whereby students learn in fully 

virtual environment. It is often referred to as “e-learning” among other terms. 

However, online learning is just a type of “distance learning”. Online learning is 

most effective when delivered by teachers experienced in their subject matter. 

The best way to maintain the connection between online education and the values 

of traditional education is through ensuring that online learning is “delivered” by 

teachers, fully qualified and interested in teaching online in a web-based 

environment30. Online learning offers a variety of educational opportunities 

Student-centered learning, collaborative learning, easy access to global 

resources, and experiential learning through multimedia presentations. 

                                                             
28 George Braine and Claire May, Writing from Sources: A Guide for ESL Students 

(California: Mayfield, 1996). 
29 Ibid. 
30 Andrew Feenberg, Critical Thory of Technology (Oxford University Press, 1991). 
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According to Dabbagh and Ritland, online learning is an open distributed 

learning system pedagogical tools (education aids), which are made possible 

through the internet and network-based technology to facilitate the formation of 

learning and knowledge processes through meaningful action and interaction31. 

The advantage of using online learning media is learning independent and 

high interactivity, can increase memory levels, provide a more learning 

experience, with text, audio, video and animation all used to convey information 

and also make it easy to convey, update content, download, students can also 

send e-mails to other students, post comments on discussion forum, use chat 

rooms, to video conference links to communicate directly.  

Furthermore, there are three components on online learning, namely (a) 

learning model, (b) instructional of learning strategies, (c) online learning media. 

These three components form an interactive relationship, in which there is a 

learning model structured as a social process that informs the design of the online 

learning environment, which leads to the specification of instructional and 

learning strategies that specifically make it easier to learn through the use of 

learning technology. 

4. Web blog in writing learning 

In recent years, interest in using web blog in classroom has been 

increasing due to the advancement of technology. Web blog is also gaining 

popularity in English language learning context. Most of educational institutions 

                                                             
31 Brian S. Horvitz, “N. Dabbagh and B. Bannan-Ritland, Online Learning: Concepts, 

Strategies, and Application,” Educational Technology Research and Development 55, no. 6 (2007): 

667–69, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-007-9071-4. 
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fully support the use of computer technology as a tool for language learning. 

Web blog have been asserted to have powerful means for developing 

English language teaching and learning for many reasons. Web blog offer 

authentic learning environment through real communication. In writing, the 

audiences are not only teachers but also peers including other people outside the 

classroom, a global audience32. 

Therefore, web blog can motivate students to write more, they can write 

both academic and nonacademic. Through web blog, students can write and 

comment on their friends’ writing, they can discuss and share their common 

interests and individual differences. When using web blog, students can get 

feedback from other audiences; they have an opportunity to read things in which 

they are interested and write things they really want to33. 

Web blog let students write their compositions with specific purposes.   It 

is very effective tools in teaching and learning since they provide students with 

an environment that helps students reflect and publish their own thoughts in form 

of writing.  

Web blog is a powerful tool for language instructors to encourage 

students to express or reflect their ideas on their learning experience and add their 

comments to their friends’ web blog to encourage further reflection34.  

                                                             
32 Usa Noytim, “Weblogs Enhancing EFL Students’ English Language Learning,” Procedia 

- Social and Behavioral Sciences 2, no. 2 (2010): 1127–32, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.03.159. 
33 Aljumah, “Saudi Learner Perceptions and Attitudes towards the Use of Blogs in Teaching 

English Writing Course for EFL Majors at Qassim University.” 
34 Jo Mynard, “A Web Blog as a Tool for Reflection for English Language Learners,” Asian 

EFL Journal, 2007. 
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Web blog also integrate students into the world of interconnected media; 

they become familiar with using web blog both as a writer and a reader. Web 

blog also provide a great value in developing critical thinking skills, writing skills 

and information literacy35. 

As a teacher, web blog can provide a bridge between lessons. Teachers 

can post materials that recycle and review vocabulary and topics presented during 

lessons. As well, web blog can save the teacher time as information about 

schedule changes, homework assignments etc. 

Using the web blog provides students an additional as well as motivating 

opportunity since they publish their works in a non- judgment fun environment. 

Moreover, web blog provide increased and more balanced students 

communication and they allow the shy, quieter students to have more time to 

consider what to write and to formulate their responses36.  

There are some steps to ensure the strategic plan evolves from just a plan, 

into a strategy implementation: 

a. Teacher posts some web blog links for the resources. 

b. Teacher asks students to access the teacher web blog from their personal 

computer, students work individually. 

c. Students read the task on teacher web blog and follow the link. 

d. Students then write their personal comment on teacher web blog and the 

                                                             
35 Will Richardson, “Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts - By Will Richardson,” British Journal of 

Educational Technology 40, no. 5 (2009): 970–71, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-

8535.2009.01009_12.x. 
36 Paul Robertson, Roger Nunn, and Allison Smith, “Preference of English Accents,” Asian 

EFL Journal. Professional Teaching Articles 42, no. February (2010). 
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teacher does too. 

e. Students then write a learning journal about what they have read in previous 

activity and post the works on their own web blog. 

f. After posting the task, students have to visit other friends’ web blog pages to 

post some comments. 

g. During the lesson, teacher may follow the students’ activities online or as the 

facilitator in the classroom. 

In learning process, a curriculum is important because it imposes some 

order into what is taught an educational institution. And most importantly of all, 

it communicates clear expectations for both teacher and students about what 

ought to be achieved by the end-point of the learning. Component of curriculum 

consists of six parts. Those are Purpose (tujuan), Tools of Learning (Bahan Ajar), 

Teaching Strategy (Strategi Mengajar), Media of Study (Media Mengajar), 

Teaching Evaluation (Evaluasi Pengajaran), and Fixing (Penyempurnaan 

Pengajaran)37. 

The current curriculum applied in English Language Education Study 

Program was adopted for competence of the English Study Program, which has 

developed from their vision and mission. However, since the development of 

technology, the students of English Language Education Study Program need a 

lot of practice to fulfill the standard of the content and basic competence of 

writing for English students. In English Language Education Study Program 

curriculum at IAIN Palopo, students are expected to be able to write good English 

                                                             
37 Nana Syaodih Sukmadinata, Metode Penelitian (Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 2006). 
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paragraphs. However, it can be solved by using the recent educational tool, a web 

blog. 

 

C. Conceptual Framework 

Chart 2.1 Conceptual Framework 

 

The diagram above shows that the framework of the concept constructed 

in this research and analyzed by researcher. 

D. Research Hypothesis 

Based on the previous related literature and problem statement above, the 

researcher will put some forward by hypothesis as follow: 

1. Null hypothesis (H0) Web Blog is not effective to improve students’ writing 

skill. 

2. Alternative Hypothesis (H1) Web Blog is effective to improve students’ 

writing skill. 

English Student of 
IAIN Palopo

Writing

Teaching and 
Learning by WebBlog

Students' Writing 
Achievement
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Table 2.1 Hypothesis 

Comparison Hypothesis 

 H0 H1 

t-test < t-table Accepted Rejected 

t-test ≥ t-table Rejected Accepted 

 

The table above meant (1) the t-test value is smaller than t-table value, 

the null hypothesis is accepted, while the alternative hypothesis is rejected, and 

(2) the t-test value is equal to greater than t-table value, the null hypothesis is 

rejected while the alternative is accepted.  
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CHAPTER III  

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

A. Research Design 

The method of this research was pre-experimental. Pre-experimental is the 

research to find out the related of cause effect of the reality. It aims for giving 

description about the effectiveness of students’ writing skill by using web blog. 

The researcher did pre-test, treatment and post-test design. It conducted in 8 

meetings. The design of the research is as follow: 

Table 3.1 Design of One-Group Pre-Test and Post-Test 

Pre-Test Treatment Post-Test 

O1 X O2 

 

Note: 

O1: Pre-test 

X : Treatment O2 : Post-test 

B. Population and Sample 

The population of this research was the students in the sixth semester of 

English Language Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo which consisted of 

three classes with 80 students. 

Therefore, the sample of this research consisted of 15 students in the sixth 

semester of English Language Education Study Program IAIN Palopo. The 

researcher used non probability sampling especially purposive sampling 

technique. The purpose is to choose the right sample that suitable for this research 
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and to achieve the purpose of this research. This technique is chosen because 

each of population members does not have an equal chance of being selected to 

be the sample. This research used Blogger on gadget. Therefore, the researcher 

choose a sample that is supported in using gadget while in the studying process. 

C. Variable 

There are two variables in this research, they are: 

1. Independent variable 

The variable that affects the value of another variable is defined as an 

independent variable. This variable is able to affect the value of another variable, 

which means that it controls the other variable38. In this research, the independent 

variable refers to the use of Web Blog. 

2. Dependent variable 

The dependent variable is the variable affected by the independent variable, 

which means this variable can be changed its value. This variable can be 

measured after the other variable change it. The dependent variable in this 

research is the fifth semester student of English Language Education Study 

Program of IAIN Palopo. 

D. Research instrument 

The instruments of this research consisted of web blog and test. It aims to 

getting information about students’ improvement before and after teaching 

learning process. It consisted of pre-test and post-test. Pre-test was used to 

                                                             
38 Sugiyono Siyoto, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, Dan R & D (Bandung: 

Alfabeta, 2013). 
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measure the students` writing skill by using web blog before treatment is given 

by the teacher. Post-test was used to measure the students’ writing skill 

specifically by using web blog after treatments have been given. Web blog aims 

to encourage students’ interest in writing skill. 

E. Procedure of Data Collection 

The procedures of collecting data in this research are: 

1. Finding the subject of the research 

The researcher decided to choose the sixth semester students of English 

Language Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo which is consist of three 

classes. There were 15 students who became research respondents taken from 

each class. 

2. Administering the pre-test 

Before giving the treatment, the researcher gave blogging test to know the 

prior level of the students. The form of blogging test was writing test. The 

students were asked to write a free paragraph individually. It aims to know the 

students’ basic blogging skill. 

3. Providing treatments 

The researcher conducted the treatment for six meetings. The researcher 

explained the materials such as, how to do a good writing, how to apply a web 

blog in writing. Then the researcher practiced it in web blog to support the 

learning process of students during the treatment. The detail steps for giving the 

treatments can describe as follow: 
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a. The First Meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group and introduced herself. 

2) The researcher described the purpose of the researcher's turn in class. 

3) The researcher sent a link in a web blog containing material about “What is 

Web Blog” 

4) The researcher gave question and answer session on comment column on web 

blog. 

5) The researcher evaluated the material. 

b. The Second Meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group. 

2) The researcher reviewed the last material. 

3) The researcher sent a link for the second material about “Kinds of Web Blog” 

4) The researcher concluded material and closed the class by giving a motivation. 

c. The Third Meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group. 

2) The researcher did a sharing session about the last material. 

3) The researcher sent links for the third material about writing, specifically 

about “Basic Rules of Writing” and “5 Basic Tenses”. 

4. The researcher answered the students question on whatsapp group. 

5. The researcher closed the class. 

d. The fourth meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group. 

2) The researcher reviewed the previous material before turning into the next 
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material. 

3) The researcher sent a link for the fourth material, it is about “Easy Ways To 

Do Good Writing” 

4) The researcher concluded the material. 

5) The researcher closed the class by giving motivation. 

e. The fifth meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group. 

2) The researcher answered the students question on blogger. 

3) The researcher reviewed the last material. 

4) The researcher gave a link for the next material, it is about “Blogging” 

5) The researcher practiced the material on Blogger. 

6) The researcher closed the class. 

f. The sixth meeting 

1) The researcher started the class on whatsapp group. 

2) The researcher resumed all the materials. 

3) The researcher sent an addition link about blogging and writing. 

4) The researcher reminded the students to read all the materials. 

5) The researcher closed the class. 

6. Administering post-test 

After giving the treatment, the researcher gave the students the writing 

test. That aims to identify how much effective is the students’ writing skill by 

using web blog. The form of writing test is same level as the pre-test. The 

researcher asked the students to deliver an argument the topic that was given by 
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the researcher. After the implementation of web blog in classroom, the researcher 

gave some questions to see their communicative competence level; and as a 

respond measures of students toward the activities that they usually face in 

English classroom with its impact toward their writing skill. 

7. Analyzing the result of pre-test and post-test 

In order to analyze the result, the researcher evaluated the result of 

students’ writing test in the pre-test and post-test during the experimental lesson 

to find out the score whether it shows the rise or fall score. 

F. Data Analysis Technique 

The following is the technique of data analysis39: 

1. Classifying the score 

The objective score is classified into five scales; the components involved 

a. Content is the substance of writing, the idea expressed. 

b. Organization is the purpose of organization material in writing which happens 

from beginning to end. 

c. Vocabulary is all the words used by the students. 

d. Grammar is the correct use of syntactic patterns and structural words. 

e. Mechanics is the use of the graphic convention of the language. 

Table 3.2 Scoring of Content 

No Score Classification Criteria 

1 27-30 Excellent 

Clear, focused, and interesting detail, complete, 

rich, and well-focused, the main idea stands out, 

                                                             
39 J.B. Heaton, Writing English Language Test (New York: Longman, 1990). 
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No Score Classification Criteria 

and secondary ideas do not usurp too much 

attention 

2 15-26 Good 

Clear the focus, even though the overall result 

may not be especially captivating. Support is 

attempted, but it may be limited or obvious, 

insubstantial, too general 

3 12-14 Average 

Lack of logical sequence and development ideas 

confusing or disconnected, lacking purpose or 

theme 

4 9-11 Poor 

Not fluent, does not communicate, 

information is very limited 

5 5-8 Bad 

No organization, not enough to evaluate because 

there is no meaningful 

 

Table 3.3. Scoring of Organization 

No Score Classification Criteria 

1 18-20 Excellent 

Fluent expression, ideas clearly stated. 

Supporter logical sequencing, well-

organized, means the order structure or 

presentation is compelling and moves the 

reader through the text. Good introduction, 
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No Score Classification Criteria 

good placement of detail, and a strong 

conclusion 

2 15-17 Good 

The reader can readily follow what's being 

said, but the overall organization may 

sometimes be ineffective poor to obvious, or 

the main idea stand out logical be incomplete 

sequencing 

3 12-14 Average 

Lack of logical sequencing and the 

development not fluent. The writing lacks 

direction, with ideas, detail. Evaluated 

enough 

4 9-11 Poor 

No communication and transition is very 

weak, leaving the connection between ideas 

fuzzy, incomplete or bewildering 

5 5-8 Bad 

No organization, not enough to evaluate, 

confusing sender, and also incomplete 

conclusion 
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Table 3.4 Scoring of Vocabulary 

No Score Classification Criteria 

1 18-20 Excellent 

Effective words, choice, and the usage, 

specific and accurate 

2 15-17 Good 

Adequate range occasional error of 

word/idiom, choice, and usage. Language 

communication rarely captures the reader's 

imagination; while the overall meaning is 

quite clear, some words may lack precision 

3 12-14 Average 

The writer struggle with eliminating 

vocabulary, grouping words 

4 9-11 Poor 

Many errors of words/ idiom, choice, and 

usage. Language is so vague and abstract, so 

redundant, devoid of detail that only the 

broadest, many repetitions, often words 

simply do not feat the text: verb are weak and 

view in number: is, are, was, were, and 

dominated 

5 5-8 Bad 

Almost the words used are wrong, colorless, 

not enough to evaluate, and much wrong 

spelling 
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Table 3.5. Scoring of Grammar 

 

No Score Classification Criteria 

1 23-25 Excellent 

Effective complex construction few errors of 

agreement, tense, number, word, 

order/function pronoun, preposition 

2 20-22 Good 

Effective but simple construction minor 

problem in complex construction several 

errors of tense, word error, function, 

pronouns, and prepositions but meaning 

seldom cored 

3 

16-

19 

Average 

A significant problem in simple construction 

frequent errors of hostile, agreement, tense, 

word, order/function, pronouns, preposition, 

and fragment. Does not communication 

4 

9-

15 

Poor 

Dominated by error grammar. 

Cannot understand and evaluate 

5 5-8 Bad 

Virtually not the master of 

sentence construction rules 
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Table 3.6. Scoring of Mechanics 

No Score Classification Criteria 

1 5 Excellent 

Demonstration mastery of convention, 

not problems of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraph 

2 4 Good 

Few errors of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing 

3 3 Average 

Some errors in spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing 

4 2 Poor 

Many   errors   in   spelling, functions, 

capitalization, paragraphing 

5 1 Bad Illegible writing 

 

2. Analyzing the data 

a. Scoring the students' correct answers pre-test and post-test.  

Score = 
𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡′𝑠 𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒

𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠
 x 100 

b. Identifying the rate based on the table below: 

Table 3.7 Score Classification 

Classification Score Indicator 

Excellent 96-100 Demonstrates mastery of all the Criteria 

Good 86-95 Minor Problems in Criteria 
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Classification Score Indicator 

Average 75-85 Several errors in the Criteria 

Poor 36-74 A major problem in Criteria 

Bad ≤35 No mastery 

 

c. Determining the mean score, standard deviation, test of significance, and 

standard value40. 

The researcher calculated it by using SPSS 24 and used table distribution 

to choose the score of t count (to). Besides, to know whether the pre-test and post- 

test were significantly different and also to know the acceptability of the 

hypothesis, the researcher used the criteria of hypothesis acceptability, which is: 

If: to≥ tt = Reject the null hypothesis  

If: to< tt = Received null hypothesis 

 

 

  

                                                             
40 J.B. Heaton, Ok-Writing-English-Language (United State of America, 1975). 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings 

After conducting the research, the researcher obtained two kinds of data; 

the score of pre-test and the score of post-test. Pre-test was given before the 

treatment and post-test was given after the treatment. The aim of the pre-test and 

post-test is to accumulate the students’ writing skill that refers into the pre- 

experimental method. In applying this method, the researcher used web blog as 

the learning media in teaching. The results presented as follows. 

1. The result of students’ writing test 

This stage is aimed to explain and analyze the result of the students’ tests 

before and after the treatment phase. The researcher served pre-test and post-test. 

a. Pre-test 

The students’ pre-test score in writing skill is measured by calculating the 

writing skill such as; content (C), organization (O), vocabulary (V), grammar 

(G), and mechanic (M). The result of students’ pre-test score can be seen as 

follow. 

Table 4.1 Students' Pre-test Score 

N 
Students 

 Criteria   Total 

Score 
Classification 

o C O V G M 

1 S1 15 12 10 16 4 57 Average 

2 S2 15 12 12 16 3 58 Average 

3 S3 24 14 12 16 4 70 Average 

4 S4 17 12 15 16 4 64 Average 

5 S5 9 9 12 17 4 51 Poor 

6 S6 12 11 12 10 3 48 Poor 
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N 
Students 

 Criteria   Total 

Score 
Classification 

o C O V G M 

7 S7 12 14 14 10 3 53 Poor 

8 S8 15 14 12 16 3 60 Average 

9 S9 15 12 18 9 4 58 Average 

10 S10 22 14 12 16 4 68 Average 

11 S11 15 14 16 17 4 66 Average 

12 S12 20 17 12 12 3 64 Average 

13 S13 20 14 12 15 4 65 Average 

14 S14 10 10 12 15 3 50 Poor 

15 S15 20 14 15 15 4 68 Average 

Total  Mean 

Score 
  60 Average 

 

Table 4.1 shows the result of students’ pre-test scores in writing skill. The 

lowest score on the pre-test is 48, while the highest score is 70. Based on the 

classification, it demonstrated the outcome of writing the score before 

implementing the treatment using web blog as the media; the cumulative mean 

score for writing ability on the pre-test for all students is 60, which is classified 

as a "Average" score. 

Table 4.2 Students' Frequency and Percentage in Pre-Test 

Classification Range 

Pre-test 

Frequency Percentage 

Bad ≤35 0 0% 

Poor 36-74 15 100% 

Average 75-85 0 0% 

Good 86-95 0 0% 

Excellent 96-100 0 0% 
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Classification Range 

Pre-test 

Frequency Percentage 

Total  15 100% 

 

Based on this table, 5 students achieved "Poor" score under the range score 

36-55 points and 10 students achieved "good" score with range score 86-95 

points. 

b. Post-test 

The researcher discovered the post-test results of the students based on 

numerous characteristics, including content (C), organization (O), vocabulary 

(V), grammar (G), and mechanics (M), which were analyzed and resulted in the 

following table. 

Table 4.3 Students' Post-test Score 

No Students 
 Criteria Total 

Score Classification C O V G M 

1 S1 24 18 20 19 5 86 Good 

2 S2 24 18 16 21 5 84 Average 

3 S3 27 18 20 20 4 89 Good 

4 S4 20 15 20 18 5 78 Average 

5 S5 22 15 22 18 5 82 Average 

6 S6 20 14 20 20 4 78 Average 

7 S7 24 18 22 19 5 88 Good 

8 S8 15 20 18 18 5 76 Average 

9 S9 24 22 22 22 4 94 Good 

10 S10 22 17 20 22 5 86 Average 

11 S11 22 16 22 24 5 89 Good 

12 S12 22 22 20 22 5 91 Good 

13 S13 25 22 22 19 5 93 Good 

14 S14 18 18 20 20 4 80 Average 

15 S15 22 18 20 18 4 82 Average 
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No Students 
 Criteria Total 

Score Classification C O V G M 

 Total  Mean Score   85.07 Good 

 

The findings presented in table 4.3 demonstrated that administering a 

post- test to the students increases their writing skills. It is demonstrated by the 

fact that the students' mean score on the post-test is 85.07, which is considered 

as a "Good" score. It is proof that the students have progressed as a result of the 

treatment that they received. 

Table 4.4 Students' Frequency and Percentage in Post-Test 

Classification Range 

Post-test 

Frequency Percentage 

Bad ≤35 0 0% 

Poor 36-74 0 0% 

Average 75-85 3 20% 

Good 86-95 12 80% 

Excellent 96-100 0 0% 

Total  15 100% 

 

According to the data presented in table 4.4, it can be seen that 8 students 

achieved “average” score with the range score 75-85 points and 7 students 

achieved “good” score with the range 86-95 points. 
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2. The statistic analysis of pre-test and post-test results 

a. The students’ mean score and standard deviation of pre-test and post-test 

Table 4.5 Students’ mean score and standard deviation 

    Mean N Std. 

Deviation 

Std. Error 

Mean 

Pair 1 Pre-test 60 15 7.131 1.841 

  Post-test 85.07 15 5.65 1.459 

 

The data on the table above reveals the result of students’ mean score and 

standard deviation. The data indicates the total on N value is 15, representing the 

total number of students. The standard deviation for the pre-test is 7.131 points, 

while the mean score on the test is 1.841. In addition, the standard deviation for 

the post-test is 5.60, and the mean score on the post-test is 1.459. 

b. The significance value of pre-test and post-test 

Table 4.6 Significance Value of Pre-test and Post-test 

  N  Correlation  Sig.  

Pair 1 
Pre-test & 

Post-test 
15 0.363 0.183 

 

Table 4.6 presents the data of the significance value of pre-test and post-

test. The correlation score is 363, with a significance value of 183. This data 

proves that there is a correlation between students’ writing skill before and after 

treatment. 
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c. The paired sample test of pre-test and post-test 

Table 4.7 Paired Samples Test 

Paired Differences 

 Mea 

n 

Std. 

Deviation 

Std. 

Error    
Mean 

95% 

Confidence 

Interval of the 
Difference 

t df 

Sig. 

(2- 
tailed) 

Lower Upper 

Pair 

1 

Pre-

test– 

Post-

test 

- 
25 

67 

7.314 1.888 
-

29.117 

-

21.016 

- 
13.2 

73 

14 0 

 

The researcher discovered that in table 4.7 the paired sample test illustrates 

the value of to (t count) is 13.273 with the df (degree of freedom) value 14 while 

the tt (t table) for the standard of significant level 0,05 (5%) on df = 19 is 2144. 

It means the value of t-count is higher than the value of the t-table. 

 

The table above shows the value of the significant (2-tailed) = 0,000, which 

means smaller than 0,05 (the value for the standard of significant level). The 

value on the table above proves that the research H1 (alternative hypothesis) is 

accepted, and the H0 (null hypothesis) is rejected. The result confirms that web 

blog is effective to improve students’ writing skill during online learning in 

English Language Education Study Program of IAIN Palopo. 

 

 

13.273>2.144 
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B. Discussion 

The students’ writing improved in terms of content. They knew that their 

writing would be read by others, and as they had looked at blogging-based writing 

samples, the content was much improved: they developed their thoughts, added 

in-depth discussion and included rich ideas not found in their first attempts. The 

students greatly benefited from their collective efforts in including more 

engaging ideas, which made their writing almost publishable. They included 

more ideas and approached the topic from different yet related perspectives. As 

they had made more attempts to see how blogging writing materials were 

presented, most groups improved their writing content to make it more readable, 

understandable and informative. It motivates students in writing process. This is 

in line with Armstrong, et al (2004) in International Journal of Science and 

Research (IJSR) stated that, “web blog is a medium for writing, which can help 

and motivate someone to write and collect the information through a web browser 

and automatically post in internet without waiting a long time41. 

Blogging seems to have positively affect students’ writing in terms of 

organization is now more likely to be publishable. The amount of writing seemed 

minimal, with many ideas needing expansion. However, after using web blog the 

sentences cohesively and coherently improved: existing ideas were elaborated, 

and several new ones were added and fleshed out. Thus, it appears that blogging 

is a helpful tool that provides students with good reading models, which in turn 

                                                             
41 R Armstrong, et aL., berry, M., and Lamshed, “Blogs as, Electronic Learning,” 

Journals.RMIT University, 2004. 
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help them imitate or even surpass these materials written by bloggers. Compared 

the result by Nur Ehsan (2013) in his journal under the tittle, “Blogging to 

Enhance Writing Skills” found that blogs let students compose writing with 

specific purposes that can encourage them to enhance their writing in language42. 

As for grammar, mistakes in tense were observed before and after using 

web blog. Some mistakes in the simple present tense in certain instances in their 

writing. Compared with the result of Matheson (2004) in her journal under the 

tittle, “Developing Writing Skills via Blogs” found that including blogs, let 

students compose their writing grammatically43. 

Students’ writing in general showed good word choice before and after 

blogging was used to improve word choice skills. However, most did not feature 

any sophisticated language or words of a specific genre. It seems that appropriate 

word choice is a relative ability that depends on individual differences in 

language competence. Bernstein (2004) advocates that frequent writing improves 

writing in that word choice becomes immediate, with much less interference from 

the student’s first language. While using blogging, students feel it is easier to 

verify the words they are unaware of or unsure about. This also helps them avoid 

first- language interference as much as possible. They have the opportunity to 

replace any misused word to create a better writing flow44. Blogging provides 

                                                             
42 Nur Ehsan Mohd Said et al., “Blogging to Enhance Writing Skills: A Survey of Students’ 

Perception and Attitude,” Asian Social Science 9, no. 16 SPL (2013): 95–101, 

https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v9n16p95. 
43 Donald Matheson, “Weblogs and the Epistemology of the News: Some Trends in Online 

Journalism,” New Media and Society 6, no. 4 (2004): 443–68, 

https://doi.org/10.1177/146144804044329. 
44 Bernstein, “Application and Interpretation,” Financial Statement Analysis, 1998. 
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users with words that are more appropriate in terms of register and genre. 

The students’ writing improved in terms of language mechanics, but some 

microscopic skills will require in-depth practice, for which blogging may not 

prove to be that helpful. The use of punctuation as observed in students’ writing 

seems to have improved only somewhat: several cases where capital letters 

should have been used were left unattended, and several commas and full stops 

passed unnoticed as well. 

The research finding indicates web blog is a powerful tool that contributes 

to the improvement of students’ writing skill. From comparing the result of the 

pre-test and post-test, it revealed that the students’ writing skill significantly 

improve. It can be seen that the mean score in the pre-test stage was 60, and it 

increased into 85,07 scores on the post-test. However, the researcher finds the 

implementation of web blog is suitable for students’ necessity in improving 

writing skill. In this research, the researcher discovers that the students get a new 

atmosphere in finding the information   through the text due to the use of web 

blog as the adding learning media. 

This research conducted several results, The first, the positive impact of 

integrating tools in learning. This research was in line with the previous research 

findings, Peshraw Saalam Abdalqadir, who stated that development can be 

supported by the postings showing that students believed in feedback they got 

from peers and teacher45. The working process resulted in helping them raise 

awareness in writing. In addition, utilizing web blog helps students think 

                                                             
45 Abdalqadir, “Development of a Mobile Application to Teach English.” 
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creatively. When creating and publishing web blog, it also promoted students’ 

creative thinking. Students had the choice to organize their ideas and content in 

their own ways, leading to divergent and creative thinking46. The web blog also 

provided students to view their progress and monitor their improvement.  

Web blog provides a new motivating and exciting learning experience; 

they also enhance students’ creative and critical thinking skills47. The students 

have opportunities to expose to various social interactions between students and 

teachers, students and their classmates, and students and global audiences48. 

Blogging system helps students to be active learners, so it is suitable to be 

implemented in language classes in order to improve their writing skill. 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                             
46 Kitchakarn, “Using Blogs to Improve Students’ Summary Writing Abilities.” 
47 Muliasari, “The Internet as an Aid in Developing Writing Skills.” 
48 Ibid. 



 

48 

 

CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

This research sought to investigate the effectiveness of using web blog in 

writing class. It also investigated the improvement of students’ writing skills. The 

results of this research showed that students can benefit from making posts on 

web blog in general by improving their writing performance and primarily by 

developing a good understanding of materials. The result of the students’ scores 

on the post-test become higher than the pre-test represents the effectiveness of 

the treatment stage in contributing to help the students improved the writing skill 

(60 < 85.07). Besides, the value of to (t count) is 13.273 with the df (degree of 

freedom) value 19 while the tt (t table) for the standard of significant level 0,05 

(5%) on df = 14 is 2144. It means the value of t-count is higher than the value of 

the t-table. Furthermore, the implementation of web blog can be approved as the 

suitable media to improve writing skill. 

B. Suggestion 

The successful teaching does not depend on the lesson plan program only, 

but more importantly is how the teacher presents the lesson plan and uses various 

methods to manage the class more live and regarding to the teaching writing by 

web blog, the researcher gave some suggestion for the teacher and the students. 

The teacher should be more creative to enrich their teaching method and material. 

Choosing strange or unique words can stimulate them in learning English. The 

materials are presented in an enjoyable, relaxed and understandable way. That is 
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way it is suggested for the teacher to apply web blog in teaching English. The 

students are hoped to be more interested in writing a text, be creative and 

enthusiastic to think some ideas, enrich vocabulary, writing appropriate language 

use to make good writing. If the students have many problems, they should ask 

to the teacher for solving it. 
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RENCANA PELAKSANAAN PEMBELAJARAN (RPP) 

 

 

Instansi : IAIN Palopo 

Skill Focus : Writing 

Objek : Mahasiswa PBI semester VI 

 

 

A. Tujuan Pembelajaran 

 

Pembelajaran ini bertujuan untuk mengembangkan kemampuan mahasiswa 

dalam menulis paragraph berbahasa inggris yang baik dalam berbagi jenis teks. 

Materi dan Strategi Pembelajaran. 

B. Materi dan Strategi Pembelajaran 

 

1. Materi Pembelajaran 

 

Mahasiswa memahami dan mengidentifikasi materi seputar 

Writinng yang telah dikirim oleh peneliti melalui media online kemudian 

diharapkan mampu menuangkan gagasan/ide menjadi sebuah tulisan 

menggunakan media Web Blog. 

2. Strategi Pembelajaran 

 

a. Teori : Constructivism 

 

b. Pendekatan : Scientific Approach 

 

c. Model : Discovery Learning 

 

d. Metode : Discussion 

 

e. Media : RPP, Whatsapp, Web Blog, Google Meet 

 

f. Moda : Online 



 

 
 

 

 

C. Assesment/Evaluasi Pembelajaran 

 

Non Tes 
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DOCUMENTATION 



 

 
 

 

 

TREATMENTS 

 

Students’ class in the first treatment Material for the first treatment 

 

Students’ class in the second treatment Material for the second treatment 



 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Material the third treatment Learning process on the third treatment 

 
 

Material for the fourth treatment Learning process on the fourth treatment 



 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Students’ class in the third treatment Material for the fifth treatment 

 

 

Material for the sixth treatment Material presentation for the sixth treatment 



 

 
 

 

 

BLOGGING 
 

Blogging process Blogging Process 

 

Sample of posts Students’ comment 
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2. https://uminurulffahri.blogspot.com/2022/06/jenis-jenis-blog.html 
 

3. https://uminurulffahri.blogspot.com/2022/06/basic-rules-of-

writing.html 
 

4. https://uminurulffahri.blogspot.com/2022/06/easy-ways-to-do-good- 
 

writing.html 
 

5. https://uminurulffahri.blogspot.com/2022/06/blogging.html 
 

6. https://uminurulffahri.blogspot.com/2022/06/simple-rules-of-

blogging.html 
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