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ABSTRACT 

Dwi Putri Maharani,(2023)“Error Analysis on Students’ Writing Descriptive 

Text of the Eleventh Grade at PMDS Putri 

Palopo”. Thesis English Education Study 

Program at State Islamic Institute (IAIN) Palopo. 

Supervised by : (1) Dr.Rustan S., M.Hum and (2) 

Husnaini, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

The purpose of this research is to find out the common grammatical errors and 

dominant errors of students in descriptive text. The modification errors in this 

study are divided into four categories, namely: omission, addition, missformation, 

and addition. In this thesis, the researcher used descriptive qualitative analysis. 

The population of this research is the eleventh grade of students at PMDS Putri 

Palopo, where the researcher took only one class, namely XI.3. For this research, 

the researcher analyzed the students’ writing, then found and classified the errors 

made by the students. There are four types of errors made by students, namely 

omission, addition, missformation, and misordering. Each type has a percentage, 

omission consists of 26 errors or 3,35 %, in addition, consists of 10 errors or 1,25 

%, the missformation consists of 29 errors or 3,36 %, and the last is misordering 

consisting of 2 errors or 0.25 %. And the researcher also analyzed error in writing 

students' capitalization and punctuation, capitalization consists of 6 errors or 0,75 

%  and punctuation consist of 7 errors or 0, 87 %. From these findings, the 

researcher found 80 items for grammatical errors, and the dominant errors that 

accrued were missformation errors with a percentage of 3,36 % in this category. 

Key Words: Descriptive Text, Error Analysis, Writing Skill. 

 



 

1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

English is one of the important languages that is used all over the world and 

spoken by many people. In Indonesia, English is treated as the first foreign 

language, considered to be important for developing and applying science and 

technology, as well as for increasing international relationships and cooperation. 

Therefore, the government of Indonesia has put English an essential subject to be 

learned in schools and universities. 

Writing is an important skill that must be learned because it is used to 

communicate. Moreover, students must be able to communicate not only verbally 

but also in writing. In addition, writing is an effective way to communicate and 

express our thoughts, feelings, and opinions to others.1 Writing is a way to express 

feelings, ideas, arguments, willingness, and thoughts in the form of words in 

sentences. It means that students should be able to express their idea in written 

form as a result of their understanding of the text that they read. Because of that, 

writing is an important skill to be taught to students. Writing is not easy, because 

it takes studying and practicing to develop this skill. 

In composing good writing, students should notice some aspects. Grammar 

is one of the important aspects that should be mastered. The grammar of a 

language is the set of rules that govern its structure. States that grammar is a 

description of the rules for forming sentences, including an account of the 

 
1 By Tika Sri Rahayu, An Analysis Of Students’ Errors In Writing Descriptive Text At State 

Vocational High School 5 Pekanbaru 2022. 
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meanings that these forms convey2. The use of grammar is very important because 

the students are not only supposed to know the grammar, they can use it well 

either in spoken or written communication. 

A grammar must be written in a clear style and include many examples that 

are relevant and that have been carefully checked. The grammar should be readily 

accessible and appropriately presented, thereby enhancing the validity of the work 

and the authors of this book address in differing but absolutely useful ways.3 

Grammar is a set of rules about language based on how people think language 

should be used. In perspective grammar there is right and wrong language and can 

be compared with a descriptive grammar, which is a set of rules based on how 

language is a set of rules based on how language is actually used. 

In this study, the research analyzes the student's errors in writing a 

descriptive text. Descriptive text is one of the functional texts which is difficult 

enough to be learned by the students. Descriptive text is a text that describes the 

features of someone, something, or a certain place.4 The descriptive text consists 

of an introduction and description. The introduction is part of a paragraph that 

introduces the character and the description is part of a paragraph that describes 

the character. The students can use simple present and adjective clauses in 

descriptive text. The researcher chooses descriptive text because many students do 

not understand well how to write this text correctly, especially the content of the 

descriptive text, that is identification and description. 

 
2 Thornbury, Scott. 1999. How To Teach Grammar. Essex : Pearson Education Limited.  
3 Thomas E. Payne, Perspective on Grammar Writing, University of Oregon & SIL 

Internasional, 2009. 
4 Artono Wardiman, et. Al. English in focus for grade VII Junior High School 

(SMP/MTS), Jakarta : Pusat Pembukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, 2008).pg. 115 
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By considering the explanation above, the writer analyzed the student's 

errors in writing by asking them to make writing descriptive text. The writer 

intends to identify what type of errors are most frequently committed by students. 

The writer observed error analysis of students writing descriptive text based on 

Surface Strategy Taxonomy. This type of error has an interrelationship will one 

another. Then the researcher described the errors by following surface taxonomy 

because it holds much promise for researchers concerned with identifying 

cognitive processes that underlie the learner’s reconstruction of the new language. 

So it is very important to know how many types of errors are in writing to help 

them understand writing skills well.  

The result of the research showed that the students usually get difficulties 

understanding English, especially in writing and grammar. The researcher 

concluded that the writing skill in English subject was less, some problems that 

happen in students' English writing are caused by differences in English and 

Indonesia structure, and also they do not understand how to make good writing, 

the researchers intended to conduct research entitled “ Error Analysis on Students’ 

Writing Descriptive Text at the Eleventh Grade of PMDS Putri Palopo ”. 

B.  Problem Statements 

By looking at the background above the problem statement of this research 

is formulated statement as follows : 

1. What types of errors are committed by the students in their errors at the 

eleventh grade of PMDS Putri Palopo? 
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2. What are the dominant errors committed by students in their errors at the 

eleventh grade at PMDS Putri Palopo? 

C. The Objective of the Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem, the researcher makes the 

objectives of the research as follows:  

1. To know the types of errors committed by the students in their errors at 

eleventh grade at PMDS Putri Palopo. 

2. To find out the dominant types of errors committed by students in their errors 

at eleventh grade at PMDS Palopo. 

D. Significance of the Research 

The findings of this research expect to give a significant contribution to : 

1. Theoretically 

This research, hopefully, the result of the study would anticipate the readers 

making errors in their writing, can motivate them to make good writing, and also 

will give some input to the writer, they can identify which parts of the language 

structure are found difficult in writing, so they that could improve their method 

and techniques in teaching English. 

2. Practically  

a.  For  English teachers, the teacher can understand the difficulties faced by 

the students in writing descriptive text. So the teacher can improve the way of 

teaching that can make the students understand the lesson, especially about the 

grammar in writing descriptive text. 
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b. For the students, this research can assist the students in writing descriptive 

text with the correct grammatical. They can be more aware of errors that they 

make in every writing test, not only in writing descriptive text but all of the 

writing activities. 

c. For Next Researcher, this research may also serve as a source of knowledge 

for future research for alternative research. 

3. Scope of the Research 

The students usually make errors in their writing, especially related to the 

structure construction. The researcher restricts this research to the senior high 

school Datok Sulaiman Palopo, the kind of text that will be written by the students 

is descriptive people in one paragraph which consists of five to seventh sentences 

and focuses on language use. The researcher used the error analysis based on the 

surface Taxonomy into four categories, namely: error in omission, error in 

addition, error in misformation, and error of misordering. 

4. Operational Definition 

Based on the title is: “Error Analysis on Students’ writing descriptive text at 

the eleventh grade of PMDS Putri Palopo.”  

The writer defines it as follows: 

1. Error analysis is an effort to analyze, and describe errors that appear to make 

the explanation systematically structural. It requires avoiding the errors of 

the learners’ procedures frequently. 

2. Writing is the process of expressing ideas or thoughts in the world that 

should be done at our leisure. 
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3. Descriptive text is text that contains the description of an object, which is an 

animal, place, person, or thing. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Research Finding 

In writing this proposal, the writer finds some writers who are closely 

related to this research, those are : 

Diana wrote the research “An Analysis of Students’ Error in Writing 

Resumes the Third year English Department Students of IAIN Palopo”. Based on 

these results, she found the students' errors and showed in the table, it was found 

that the students made errors in the mathematical categories, consisting of 

addition, omission, substitution, and order. In his research, she applies case study 

research which is used to describe the analysis of errors in students’ writing. The 

sample from her was taken by using a random sampling technique.5 

Sa’adatunissa wrote research about “ Error Analysis on Students Writing the 

Short Essay”. The research was conducted in the third-grade language program at 

MAN 2 Kota Serang. In this research, she analyzed the students writing essays on 

lexical error, the category of error such as misselection, misformation, and for 

distortion. The conclusion based on her research, she analyzed students of errors 

in lexical caused by the lack of knowledge of word types. The common error is 

misselection.6  

 
5 Diana, An Analysis of the students’ error in writing resume at the third year English 

department students of IAIN Palopo, skripsi sarjana pendidikan (palopo, perpustakaan IAIN 

Palopo 2018). 
6 Sa'adatunissa.Error analysis on students writing the short essay in the third grade 

language program at MAN 2 tarakan 2022. 
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Lukman Hakim wrote research about “ Error Analysis on Students 

Translation at the fifth-semester Students of English Department IAIN Palopo 

“Which concluded that the fifth-semester students of IAIN Palopo still make a lot 

of errors in the translation of Indonesia noun phrases into English noun phrases. 

From the data analysis, there are four types of errors: a) omission, b) addition, c) 

misformation, and d) misordering.7 

Abdi wrote research “Analyising Students’ Error in Writing Thesis Proposal 

at the fourth year English Students of IAIN Palopo”. Based on these results, he 

found the grammatical errors made by student 140. In addition, there were several 

causes of their errors while she was analyzing the thesis background of the 

proposal such as lack of interest and motivation to write and lack of vocabulary, 

poor mastery of language, fewer academic words, and carelessness.8   

Irnawati Israil wrote research about “An Error Analysis on Students Writing 

the fourth-semester Students of the English Study Program of the Tarbiyah 

Department at STAIN Palopo”. Based on the result, the researcher finding of 

students' grammatical errors, shown in the table, it was found that the students 

committed an error in grammar category, consisted addition, omission, 

substitution, and ordering. In the research, she applied case study research. It was 

used to describe an error analysis of students’ writing. The sample of the 

researcher was taken by using a random sampling technique. Both of the 

 
7 Lukman Hakim, Error Analysis on Students’ Translation at the Fifth Semester Students 

English Department IAIN Palopo, Skripsi Sarjana Pendidikan, (Palopo : Perpustakaan IAIN 

Palopo, 2015) 
8 Abdi, Analysing students’ “error in writing thesis proposal at the fourth year English 

students of IAIN Palopo”, skripsi sarjana pendidikan, (palopo: perpustakaan IAIN palopo 2018) 
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researchers above have similar content in their research that is about errors 

committed by the students mostly in the grammar category.9  

Based on the previous research above, they have a relationship with this 

study where the researcher wants to show their error in writing English. In 

addition, the results of previous studies focused more on writing short essays, 

resumes, and grammatical. Meanwhile, for this research, the researcher focuses 

more on writing descriptive and sources of errors committed by students in 

writing using Daulay’s theory. The purpose of the researcher’s research is to make 

the students know their errors in writing descriptive text. So, they can improve 

their ability to write something in English. 

B. Some Pertinent Ideas 

1. Error Analysis  

a. Definition of Error Analysis 

The are some opinions about error analysis. An error can be observed, 

analyze, and classified, to reveal something of the system operating within the 

learner, leading to a surge of study of learners, errors, called error analysis.10 And 

addition opinion by Cristal Error analysis is a technique for identifying, 

classifying, and systematically interpreting the unacceptable forms produced by 

someone learning a foreign language, using any of the principles and procedures 

provided by linguistics.11 Concluding from the definition clarifies that error 

 
9 Irnawati Israil, “An Error Analysis on Students’ writing At the Fourth Semester Students 

of English Study Program of Tarbiyah Department at STAIN Palopo”. STAIN Palopo,2014,p.7 
10 Brown,  H. Douglas. 1987. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. Englewood 

Cliffs, N.J : Prentice-hall, Inc :259 
11 Crystal , David.1987 The Cambrige Encylopedia of Language. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 112 
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analysis is an activity to identify, classify, and interpreted or describe the errors 

made by someone in speaking or in writing and it is carried out to obtain 

information on common difficulties faced by someone in speaking or in writing 

English sentences. 

According to James, error analysis aims to describe the learner’s 

interlanguage (the learner’s version of the target language) independently and 

objectively. Error analysis's most distinct features are those in which the mother 

tongue should not be mentioned for comparison. Therefore studies in error 

analysis are mostly concerned with the linguistic aspects of learners' errors.12 In 

addition, Error analysis is a piece of very important information for teachers. The 

existence of error analysis provides information about students’ errors in writing 

and is also able to increase the effectiveness of their teaching. Learning errors 

analysis by itself is difficult but differs from several correct answers and gives a 

good picture of which items are being quasi and which items have not been 

mastered, hereby a teacher gets enlightened regarding grammar errors and will 

improve the way of teaching grammar items or other linguistic features. 

Error analysis becomes distinguished from contrastive analysis by its 

examination of errors attributable to all possible sources, not just those which 

result from the negative transfer of the native language. Error analysis easily 

superseded contrastive analysis, as we discovered that only some of the errors a 

learner make are attributable to the mother tongue, that learner does not make all 

the errors that contrastive analysis predicted they should, and that learners from 

 
12 Carl james, errors in language learning and teaching, 7 edition (New Jersey: prentice 

Hall, inc, Englewwood elifts, 1980) 166. 
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disparate language backgrounds tend to make similar errors in learning one target 

language. Brown mentions that error analysis is a valuable source of information 

for teachers. 13 It includes information on learners' errors which helps teachers to 

correct them and improves the effectiveness of their teaching and learning. In 

consequence, errors give marks to teachers and researchers on whether the use 

process is successful or not. 

 On the other, Dulay said, “Errors are the flawed side of learner speech or 

writing. They are those parts of conversation or composition that deviate from 

some selected norm of mature language performance”.14 Teachers and mothers 

who have waged long and patient battles against their students or children’s 

language errors have come to realize that making errors is an inevitable part of 

learning people cannot learn a language without first systematically committing 

errors. 

 Based on the theories above, the writer can conclude that error analysis is a 

study of the systematic error that students commit in acquiring a language into the 

target language and the description and classification of intralinguistic error. 

b. The differences between errors and mistakes 

When talking about the error it is always connected to a mistake. Some 

people even think that the terms error and mistakes are the same and commonly 

cannot see the destination between both of them. It becomes inappropriate 

treatment and also it gives a negative effect on the students in knowing and 

ensuring their competence in language learning English. Because of this, a 

 
13 Douglas Brown, principle of language learning and teaching, (new jersey : prenticle 

hall, inc, englewood cliffs, 1980)p.166 
14 Heidi Dulay, et al, Language Two, (New York Oxford University Press, 1982) p. 138. 
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systematic collaboration of the distinction between error and mistakes is 

obligatory to have a deep explanation. Error and mistakes are differences. Human 

learning is a fundamental process that involves the making of mistakes. Mistakes, 

misjudgments, miscalculations, and erroneous assumptions form an important 

aspect of learning virtually any skill or acquiring information.15 This means that 

making errors and mistakes has happened to the students naturally. 

 The terms mistakes and errors are often used interchangeably. However, 

there is a clear difference between the two. Norrish makes a clear distinction 

between errors and mistakes. He stated errors as a systematic deviation when a 

learner has not learned something and consistently gets it wrong. He adds also that 

when a learner of English as a second or foreign language makes an error 

systematically, it is because he has not learned the correct form. Norrish then 

defines mistakes as “inconsistent deviation.” When a learner has been taught a 

certain correct form, and he uses one form sometimes and another at other times 

quite inconsistently, the inconsistent deviation is called a mistake. 

Error Mistake 

Error is a systematic deviation The mistake is a random 

deviation 

An error cannot be self-

corrected 

A mistake can be self-corrected 

An error occurs due to 

incomplete learning 

Mistakes occur due to 

carelessness 

 

 
15 Douglas brown, princples of language learning and teaching, 4th edition, (new jersey : 

prentice hall regents, 1994), p.216 
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c. Procedure in Error Analysis 

There are many kinds of procedures in error analysis. One of them was 

proposed by Grass and Clinker in their book “ second language acquisition” 

which consists of six steps : 

1.) Collect data: Although this is typically done with written data, oral data can 

also serve as a base 

2.) Identify errors: What is the error (e.g., incorrect sequence of tenses, wrong 

verb form, singular verb form with the plural subject)? 

3.) Classify errors: Is it an error of agreement? Is it an error in irregular verbs? 

4.) Quantify errors: How many errors of agreement occur? How many irregular 

verbs from errors occur? 

5.) Analyze source: The researcher analyzes the source of errors based on the 

findings. Why the students made errors? 

6.) Remediate: Based on the kind and frequency of an error type, pedagogical 

intervention is carried out.16  

d. Types of Error  

Heidy Dulay gave his point of view about the types of error analysis 

procedures. The analysis counts the errors made by the students.17 

1. Error types based on linguistic category taxonomy  

Many error taxonomies have been based on the linguistic item, which is 

affected by an error, these linguistics category taxonomies classify errors 

 
16 Susan M. Gass and Larry Selinker, 2008.second language acquestion, An introductory 

course.(3rded). New york: Routledge. 
17 Carl james, Error in Language Learning and Use, (New York : Longman, 1998), p.91-

114.  
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according to either or both the language component and the particular linguistic 

constituent the error effects. 

Language components include phonology (pronunciation), syntax and 

morphology (grammar), semantics and lexicon (meaning and vocabulary), and 

discourse (style). Constituents include the elements that comprise each language 

component. For example, within syntax one may ask whether the error is in the 

main or subordinate clause; within a clause, which constituent is affected, e.g. the 

noun phrase, the auxiliary, the verb phrase, the preposition, the adverbs, the 

adjective, and so forth. 

2. Error based on surface strategy taxonomy 

Surface strategy taxonomy highlights the ways surface a structure is altered: 

students may omit necessary items (omission) or add unnecessary ones (addition) 

they may misformation items (selection) or misorder them (misordering). 

a) Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must 

appear in a well-formed utterance, although any morpheme or word in a sentence 

is a potential candidate for the omission, some types or morphemes are omitted 

more than others. For example, 

 Dwi know about South Sulawesi.  

This place is most important in the world 

It should be: 

Dwi knows about South Sulawesi.  

This place is the most important in the world 
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b) Addition  

Addition errors are the opposite of omissions. They are characterized by the 

presence of an item, which must not appear in a well-formed utterance. For 

example: 

- she was a cute girl and smart girl.  

- She does not closes the door. 

While the correct sentences above are : 

- she was a cute and smart girl. 

- She does not close the door. 

 

c) Misformation  

Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of 

morphemes or structures. While in omission errors happen unconsciously. On the 

other hand, misformation errors happen consciously. The students supply 

something, although it is incorrect. There are three types of misformation namely : 

1) Regularization errors 

It is that all under the misformation category are those in which a regular 

marker is used in place of an irregular one. For example: ruined for run or goose 

for geese. 

2) Arch forms 

The selection of one number of class forms to represent others in the class is 

a common characteristic of all stages of second language acquisition. We have 

called the form selected by the students an arch-form. For example, a learner may 
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select one member of the class of personal pronouns to function for several others 

in the class, me hungry. 

3) Alternating forms 

As the student’s vocabulary and grammar grow, the use of arch forms often 

gives way to the fairly free alternation of various members of a class with each 

other. For example this cat. 

4) Misordering  

Misordering is the wrong placement of a morpheme or a group of 

morphemes in an utterance. For example, I don’t know what that is. There are 

three types of miss ordering : 

a. Error based on comparative taxonomy 

The classification of error in a comparative taxonomy is based on a 

comparison between the structure of second language errors and certain other 

types of constructions. 

b. Development error 

These errors are similar to errors made by the students learning the target 

language as their first language. For example, Dwi goes to school. 

c. Interlingua error 

Interlingua errors are similar in structure to a semantically equivalent phrase 

or sentence in students’ native. For example, she has a book blue.  

Interlingua errors are divided into two types : 
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1) Ambiguous Errors   

These errors reflect the student's native language is called ambiguous error. 

For example, Dwi does not go to school. 

2) Other Errors  

Other errors are the errors made by the students native using their native 

language structure on their second language development form, such as “ he does 

his homework”, where “do” as a verb presents tense must add “s/es” for the 

subject “he”. 

3. Capitalization 

 Capitalization or capitalization means the use of capital letters or capital 

letters. Capitalization of place names, surnames, and days of the week are all 

standard in English. 

4. Punctuation 

 Punctuation is a tool that allows us to organize our thoughts and make it 

easier to review and share our ideas. The standard English punctuation is as 

follows: period, comma, apostrophe, quotation, question, exclamation, brackets, 

braces, parenthesis, dash, hyphen, ellipsis, colon, and semicolon. 

E. Errors based on communicative effect taxonomy 

In communicative effect taxonomy, the errors that affect the overall 

organization of the sentence hinder successful communication, while errors that 

affect a single element of the sentence usually do not hinder communication. 

Daulay  categories it as follow: 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

1.     Global error 

        Global error hides communication; it presents the learners to comprehend 

some aspects of a message. For example, they have been amused by that film very 

much. 

2.     Local error 

        The local error itself doesn’t interfere with understanding at an utterance, 

usually because there is only a minor violation of one segment of a sentence. “ I 

hungry” will be a local error since the meaning of apparent. The researcher used 

the classification of errors given by Heidy Dulay. In error based on surface 

taxonomy, he describes that there are four types of error “ omission, addition, 

misformation, and misordering. These types of errors are used in this research. 

F. Sources of Error 

In error analysis, the important part is to know the source of errors that are 

made by students. According to Rod Ellis, the sources of error are.18 

1. Omission  

 An omission error occurs when a well-structured speech is missing a 

necessary component. At the same time, although each morpheme and phrase 

within a phrase has a chance of being eliminated, some morphemes are eliminated 

more frequently than others. For example, they leave out the article a and the and 

leave the-s off plural nouns. 

 
18 Rod Ellis, Second Language Acquisition, (New York, Oxford University Press, Inc, 

1997), p.19 
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2. Overgeneralization  

 This is the use of one form or construction in one context and extending its 

application to other contexts where it should not apply. An example is the use of 

eated in place of ate. 

3. Transfer  

A transfer is reflecting learners’ attempts to make use of knowledge. For 

instance, same-same refers to you are welcome. 

2. Concept of Writing 

a. The Definition of Writing 

 Writing is one of the language skills that should be taught besides the other 

skill. Writing is regarded as a productive skill.19 It is a method of generating or 

expressing an idea, feeling, or opinion in words so that students can write about 

their feelings or experiences. Writing is the process of expressing oneself through 

handwriting, in which the writer gives form to all he thinks and feels.Writing is 

difficult since it takes time to learn and practice these skills. Experts have come up 

with a variety of definitions for writing. 

According to Douglas Brown Writing is true of the thinking process.20 In 

addition, Lindblom in Fatmawaty defines that, writing as studying to focus our 

mind on important matters and learning about them.21 Through this activity, a 

 
19 Dewi Purwana, Andi Tenrisanna Syam, Journal, “Improving students’ writing skill on 

descriptive text by estafet stategy of the Eleventh year students of SMA 4 Palopo”.2019, p.1 
20 Douglas Brown, Teaching By Principles, (San Francisco : California, 2nd Edition, 

2000), p.336  
21 Fatmawaty. 2009. Increasing the Students’ Writing Proficiency through Think-

TalkWrite Method. Skripsi. Makassar: Fakultas Keguruan Dan Ilmu Pendidikan Universitas 
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person can find the solution to difficult problem, master the fact even by writing, a 

person can also communicate their mind which cannot be done through other 

ways. 

Another concept said that “Writing is functional communication, making it 

learners possible to create imagined worlds of their design.22 It means writing is a 

way to produce language that comes from our thought. In the writing process, the 

writer tries to develop their ideas and feelings to produce a good sentence, to 

inform the other. We can take more time to think and choose words to express our 

idea, thought, and feeling. 

b. Types of Writing 

Based on competencies standards and basic competencies recommended by 

the government, there are some types of writing which have to be taught in junior 

high school, they are :23 

1. Procedure Text 

A procedure is a piece of text that tells the reader or listener how to do 

something. Its purpose is to provide instruction for making something, doing 

something, or getting somewhere. Examples of procedure texts include recipe 

itineraries, instruction manuals, and directions. 

 

 

 

Muhammadiyah Makassar. 

 
22 Farid Helmi, improving students writing recount teks by using personal letters, 

(Semarang : walisongo state institute for Islamic Studies, 2012, p. 13 
23 Endang Susilawati, Improving Writing Ability In Wrting Descriptive Text By Using 

Clustering Technique At The Second Grade Students Of  SMA SMAN 2 Belopa, (Palopo : STAIN 

Palopo, 2014), p.17-18 
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2. Descriptive Text 

Descriptive presents the appearance of things that occupy space, whether 

they are objects, buildings, or cities. The purpose of descriptive is to convey to the 

reader what something looks like. It attempts to gain a picture with words. 

3. Narrative Text 

A narrative is most generally described as a story told by the narrator. 

Narratives are not as simple as that. They are the construction of certain 

characteristics that relate to a tale through an organization of words. These 

constructions include three describable layers, the elements that make up the 

content of the narrative, and the agent. Understanding these concepts is the key to 

defining a narrative. 

The narrative text is a type of written text that tells a story of one character 

or more who face certain situations. Also to present a view of the world that 

entertains or informs the reader or listener. 

c. Purpose of Writing 

The specific explanation about the purpose of writing is proposed by : 

McMahan stated that written language is used for the following purposes : 

1. To express the writer’s feelings. 

2. To entertain the readers through aesthetical materials. 

3. To persuade the readers about the writer’s opinions, concepts, and ideas.24 

 

 

 
24 McMahan, Literature And Writing Process, (New Jersey : Prentice Hall, 1990) pg.8 
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d. Writing Process 

Writing is a process that involves several steps. At least, there are three 

steps in the writing process mentioned by Karen Blanchard, and Christine Root in 

their book; Ready to Write: A First Composition Text. 

Step one: Prewriting  

Thinking about your topic and organizing your ideas. 

Step two: Writing 

Using your ideas to write a first draft. 

Step Three: Revising 

Improving what you have written.25 

If the writers follow the steps and practice writing often, they will find it 

easier to write paragraphs and improve their writing. 

1. Prewriting  

Prewriting is the thinking, talking, reading, and writing we do about our 

topic before we write a first draft. Prewriting is a way of warming up our brain 

before we write, just as we warm up our body before we exercise. 

There are several ways to warm up before starting writing :  

a) Brainstorming is a quick way to generate a lot of ideas on a subject. The 

purpose is to make a list of as many ideas as possible without worrying about how 

you will use them. 

To brainstorm, follow these steps : 

1) Begin with a broad topic. 

 
25 Karen Blanchaard, and Christine Root, Ready to Write; A First Composition Text 3ed, 

(Longman : Pearson Education, Inc., 2003), p.41 
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2) Write down as many ideas about the topic as you can in five minutes. 

3) Add more items to your list by answering the questions what, how, when, 

where, why, and who. 

4) Group similar items on the list together. 

5) Cross out items that do not belong. 

b. Clustering  

Clustering is another prewriting technique. It is a visual way of showing 

how your ideas are connected using circles and lines. When you cluster, you draw 

a diagram of your ideas. 

This term will be explained in the next section. On the other hand, said that 

pre-writing is any activity in the classroom that encourages students to write. It 

stimulates thoughts for getting started. It moves students away from having to 

face blank pages toward generating tentative ideas and gathering information for 

writing. The following activities provide the learning experiences for students at 

this stage26 

1) Group Brainstorming 

2) Clustering 

3) Rapid Free Writing 

4) WH-Question 

 

 

 
26 Jack C. Richards and Willy A.Renandya, Methodology in language teaching. An 

Amhology of Current Practice, (New York : Cambridge Universty Press, 2002) p.31 
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2. Writing  

After we have spent some time thinking about our topic and doing the 

necessary prewriting, we are ready for the next step in the writing process: writing 

our paragraph. When we write the first draft of our paragraph, use the ideas we 

generated from prewriting as a guide. 

As you write, remember to : 

a) Begin with a topic sentence that states the main idea. 

b) Include several sentences that support the main idea. 

c) Stick to the topic. 

d) Arrange the sentences so that the order of ideas makes sense. 

e) Use signal words to help the reader understand how the ideas in your 

paragraph are connected.27 

3. Revising  

It is almost impossible to write a perfect paragraph on the first try. The first 

try is called the first draft. After you complete the first draft, you must look for 

ways to improve it. This step is called revising.28 

When students revise, they review their text based on the feedback given in 

the previous stage. They reexamine what was written to see how effectively they 

have communicated their meanings to the reader. 

Another source stated that writing is a process that involves the following 

steps:29 

 
27 Karen Blanchard and Christine Root, Ready to Write; A First Composition text 3ed, 

(Longman : Pearson Education,Inc.,2003),p.43 
28 Karen Blanchard and Christine Root, Ready to Write ; A first composition text 3ed,  

p.44 
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a) Discovering a point often through prewriting. 

b) Developing solid support for the point often through more prewriting. 

c) Organizing the supporting material and writing it out in a first draft. 

d) Revising and then editing carefully to ensure an effective error-free paper. 

 

3. The Concept of Descriptive Text 

a. Definition of Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is a text which says what a person or thing is like. Its 

purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing. As Barbara 

fine clouse said in her book, the student writes, “Description adds an important 

dimension to our lives because it moves our emotions and expands our 

experience”.30 The description expands our experience by taking us to places we 

might not otherwise know much about. 

Traditionally, descriptions are divided into two categories: objectives and 

subjective. In the subjective description, you record details without making any 

personal evaluation or reaction. In Subjective description, you are free to interpret 

the details for your reader; your reaction and description can be emotional and 

value-loaded. The goal when we write subjective descriptions is to create vivid 

mental images. To do that, we will use concrete sensory detail, which consists of 

specific words that appeal to the sense (sight, sound, taste, smell, touch). So, we 

can say that descriptive text is the text that describes what kind of person or an 

object described good shape, properties, number, and others in particular. The 

 
29 John Langan, English Skills with Reading: Sixth edition, (New York: MCGraw-Hill 

Companies, Inc, 2006), p.20 
30 Barbara fine clouse, the student Write, (McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2004), p.142 
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goal (purpose) of the descriptive text is clear, namely to explain, describe or 

disclose a specific individual or object. 

b. Kinds of Descriptive Text 

There are three kinds of description in text is describing a place, people, and 

thing. So, it normally takes on three forms, they are : 

1) Description of a people  

Description of people is a text that describes how people look, such as the 

face, body, etc. People are different, and writing description of people is different. 

You are probably already aware of some of the complications because you have 

often been asked, “What’s so-and-like?” you might resort to identification, an 

impression, or a character sketch, depending on the situation. Let’s examine each. 

2) Description of a place  

Description of place is a text that describes the place looks, such as the 

condition, the situation, etc. In describing a place for example a room, what 

should you describe first? The walls, the floor, unlike a chronologically developed 

paragraph, there is not necessary, to begin with, one area and then proceed to 

another one. Nevertheless, the sentences should not be randomly arranged. The 

description must be organized so that the reader can vividly imagine the scene 

being described. To make the paragraph more interesting, you can add a 

controlling idea that states an attitude or impression about the place being 
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described. And the arrangement of the details in your description depends on your 

subject and purpose.31   

3) Description of a Things 

A description of a thing is a text that describes the things look, such as the 

conditions, functions, etc. To describe a thing the writer must have a good 

imagination about that thing that will be described. Besides, to make our subjects 

as interesting and as vivid to our readers as they are to us: use proper nouns and 

effective verbs. In addition to filling our descriptive writing with concrete details 

and figures of speech, we might also want to include some proper nouns, which, 

as we know, are the names of particular persons, places, and things. 

c. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 

There are two components of the generic structure of the descriptive text:  

1. Identification: contains the identification of matter / it will be described 

2. Description: contains the explanation/description of the thing/person to 

mention a few properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
31 Regina L.Smalley and Mary K. Rotten. Refining Composition Skill, (New York: 

International Thomposon Publishing Company, 4th Edition), p.69 
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C. Conceptual Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the conceptual framework above, this research examined the 

students writing errors which focused on descriptive text. This research analyzed 

the errors in writing descriptive text made by the students. The errors analyzed 

consisted of kinds of errors into four categories namely: error of omission, error of 

addition, error of misformation, and errors of misordering, and the dominant error 

made by the eleventh-grade student of senior high school Datok Sulaiman Palopo. 

Descriptive Text 

Content,Organization, 

Language use, Vocabulary, 

Mechanis, 

Error Analysis 

The Dominant Error Kinds of Error 

Omission, Addition, 

Misformation, Misordering, 

Capitalization, Punctuation. 
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CHAPTER  III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter describes the method of the research, population, and sample, 

instrument of the research, procedure of collecting data, and technique of the data 

analysis  

A. Method of Research 

In this study the researcher used descriptive qualitative analysis, using the 

Grosjean method mixed paradigm. The researcher used the fifth paradigm: 

exploratory-qualitative – statistics (non-experimental design, qualitative data, 

statistical analysis). This method is used to examine the analysis of errors in 

writing the descriptive text of the eleventh grade at PMDS Putri Palopo. The case 

surveyed in this study is the linguistic mathematical category of errors committed 

by all students in writing the descriptive text for PMDS Putri Palopo. 

B. The Subject of the Research 

This research was conducted by the eleventh-grade students of  Senior High 

School PMDS Putri Palopo in the Academic Year 2022/2023. The total number of 

students was 125. The eleventh-grade students were divided into five classes: A, 

B, C, D, and E. There were 27 students are the subjects of this research, the 

subjects are the eleventh-grade students in class C in the academic year 

2022/2023. 
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C. Instrument of the Research 

The researcher was collect the data by giving a writing test to students. The 

researcher was gave a descriptive test to the students in class XI A at PMDS Putri 

Palopo in the academic year 2022/2023, the researcher give some pictures to the 

students and asked them to write descriptive text in 30 minutes.  

D. The Procedure for Collecting Data 

To collect the data, the researcher uses some steps: 

1. Collect data: The researcher was gives a writing test (descriptive text) to 

the students. 

2. Identify errors: What is the error omission, addition, misformation, or 

misordering? 

3. Classify errors: Is it an error of omission? Is it an error in addition? Is it an 

error of misformation? Is it an error of misordering? 

4. Quantify errors: How many errors of omission? How many errors of 

addition? How many errors of misformation? How many errors of 

misordering? 

5. Analyze source: The researcher analyzes the source of errors based on the 

findings. Why the students made errors? 

6. Remediate: Based on the kind and frequency of an error type, pedagogical 

intervention is carried out.32  

 

 
32 Susan M. Gass and Larry Selinker, 2008.second language acquestion, An introductory 

course.(3rded). New york: Routledge. 



31 

 

 

 

E. The Technique of Data Analysis 

a.  Categorize kind of the errors in students’ written  

Types of 

Error 

Description 

 

Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item 

that must appear in a well-formed utterance, although any 

morpheme or word in a sentence is a potential candidate for 

the omission, some types or morphemes are omitted more 

than others. 

Addition Addition errors are characterized by the presence of an item 

that must not appear in a well-formed utterance. 

Misformation Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong 

form of the morpheme or structure 

Misordering Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect 

placement of a morpheme or group morphemes in an 

utterance.  

Capitalization Capitalization or capitalization means the use of capital letters 

or capital letters. Capitalization of place names, surnames, and 

days of the week are all standard in English. 

Punctuation Punctuation is a tool that allows us to organize our thoughts 

and make it easier to review and share our ideas. The standard 

English punctuation is as follows: period, comma, apostrophe, 

quotation, question, exclamation, brackets, braces, 
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parenthesis, dash, hyphen, ellipsis, colon, and semicolon. 

 

b.  Percentage of the students’ writing error 

Completing the data, the next step of this research was the data, the function 

of data analysis was determined by the result of this research. The research 

obtained the percentage error in four categories, namely: omission error, error in 

addition, error in miss formation, and error in misordering by using the following 

formula : 

          F  

P =           X 100% 

  N 

 

Where : P =  The Percentage of Error. 

    F =  Frequency of error in each item. 

    N = The total number of errors.33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
33 Amirul Hadi dan Haryono, Statistik Pendidikan, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 1999), h.196 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the findings and discussion of the research. The 

research findings covered the analysis of students’ errors in writing descriptive 

text and the result of students committing the dominant error. 

A. Research Finding 

1. Classify of Students’ Errors 

In this section, the researcher identifies the errors found in the writing of a 

descriptive text that has been done by PMDS Putri Palopo Students. The 

researcher presents the identification of errors in the form of the table below. 

 

Table 4.1 

Classify of Students’ Errors 

 

Students Additi

on 

Omissi

on 

missfor

mation 

misorde

ring 

capitali

zation 

punct

uation 

Total (N) 

Student 1 - 5 - - 1 1 7 

Student 2 - - 6 - 1 - 7 

Student 3 - - 1 - - - 1 

Student 4 - - 1 1 - 1 3 

Student 5 - - - - 1 - 1 

Student 6 - 1 1 - - 2 4 

Student 7 4 - 1 - 1 - 6 

Student 8 1 - - - - - 1 

Student 9 1 4 1 - 1 - 7 

Student 10 2 2 3 - - - 7 

Student 11 - 3 3 - - - 6 

Student 12 - 4 3 - 1 - 8 

Student 13 1 - 4 - - - 5 

Student 14 - 5 5 1 - 2 13 

Student 15 1 2 - - - 1 4 

Student 16        

Total 10 26 29 2 6 7 80 
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2. Quantify Errors 

 

a. Addition : P = 
��

��
 �  100 % 	 1,25 % 

 

b. Omission : P 

�

��
 x 100 % = 3, 35 % 

 

c. Missformation : P 

�

��
 � 100% 	 3, 36 % 

 

d. Misordering : P 



��
 � 100 % 	 0, 25% 

 

e. Capitalization : P 
�

�� 
 � 100% 	 0,75 % 

 

f. Punctuation : P 
�

��
 � 100% 	 0,87 % 

The table above is a recapitulation of the types of errors students made in 

their writing tests. From the table, the researcher found the percentage of 

errors that students made in their writing test, as shown in the graph below: 

 

 

The Percentage of Errors

omission

addition

missformation

misordering

capitalization

punctuation

3,35 %

1,25 % 3,36 %

0,87 %
0,75 %

0,25 %
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The section above shows a percentage of each error based on the 

mathematical category by Daulay, this researcher found some errors made by 

the eleventh-grade students at PMDS Putri Palopo. From the results of this 

research, the researcher found that the misformation category was the most 

frequent error made by students in their writing test with 26 of the total errors 

or 3,36%. The second is omission with 26 of the total errors or 3,35%. The 

third is addition with 10 of the total errors or 1,25%. The four is misordering 

with 5 of the total errors or 6,25%. Next is capitalization with 6 of the total 

errors or 0,75%. And the last is punctuation with 7 of the total errors or 

0,87%. 

a. Error of Addition  

The researcher found 10 errors committed by the students in  descriptive 

writing, for example : 

1.) Students likes her*. 

It should be: students like her  

2.) She is very kind, very beautiful, smart. 

It should be: she is very kind, beautiful, and smart. 

3.) She is teacher in bahasa indonesia’s 

It should be: she is bahasa Indonesia teacher 

4.) Uniform is a good and tidy 

It should be: uniform is good and tidy 

5.) The everyone loved challenge 
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It should be: everyone loves challenge 

6.) Not surprised if may students likes her 

It should be: not surprised if many students likes her 

7.) For helps human healthys 

It should be: for helping human healthy 

8.) Police he have big responsibility as protected century 

It should be: police have big responsibility to protect 

9.) And uniform is a good and tidy 

It should be: and uniform is good and tidy 

10.) And police he have responcibility to pacify society 

It should be: and police have responsibility to pacify society 

b. Error of Omission  

The researcher found 26 errors committed by the students in descriptive 

writing, for example : 

1.) Omission of “-s/-es” Verb Inflection  

Doctor have many jobs 

It should be: Doctors have many jobs 

when her teach in the classroom 

it should be: when her teaches is in the classroom 

she has many white coat  

it should be: she has many white coats 

my mom always say that  

it should be: my mom always says that 
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2.) Omission of Article  

But, to be doctor  

It should be: but, to be a doctor 

Doctor has a work 

It should be: the doctor has a work 

Great to  be teacher 

It should be: great to be a teacher 

c. Error of missformation 

The researcher found that 26 errors of missformation made by the students 

in writing descriptive paragraph. For example : 

1.) Missformation of  personal pronoun  

White clothes and spatula can are him characteristic. 

It should be: white clothes and spatula can be his characteristic. 

I have a friend and his mom is doctor 

It should be: I have a friend and her mom is doctor 

And her teach manner 

It should be: and she teaches manner 

2.) Missformation of misspelling 

He is a cook so propecionality 

It should be: he cooks professional 

To see someone coock 

It should be: to see someone cooking 
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d. Error of Misordering 

The researcher found 2 grammatical error of students’ writing 

descriptive paragraph. For example : 

1.) She is bahasa Indonesian teacher  

It should be: she is bahasa Indonesia teacher 

2.) Not everyone can be chef 

It should be: everyone cannot be chef 

e. Error of Capitalization 

The researcher found 6 error comitted by students’ in writing 

descriptive paragraph. For example : 

1.) .and police has a little holiday 

It should be : .And police has a little holiday 

2.) .because doctor is  very important 

It should be : .Because doctor is very important 

3.) My mom is a doctor her name is ely, 

It should be : My mom is a doctor her name is Ely, 

f. Error of punctuation 

The researcher found 7 errors committed by students in writing 

paragraphs. For example : 

1.) Teacher also teach me writing, drawing and than spealing 

It should be : teachers also teaches me writing, drawing, and spealing. 
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B. Discussions 

In the findings, the researcher calculated the percentage of each kind of 

error found in the students writing descriptive text. The result of the 

percentage from each kind of error based on the table, error of addition 

category had 1,25 %, error of omission had 3,35 %, error of missformation 

had 3,36 %, missordering had 0,25 %, and the researcher also analyzed error 

in capitalization and punctuation in writing students’ in capitalization had 0,75 

% and the punctuation had 0,87 %.  It means that the highest error was found 

in misformation errors with a total of 29 errors out of 15 students. The 

researcher classified the errors into kinds of errors on Daulay's theory by using 

surface strategy taxonomy. Based on surface taxonomy, there are four kinds of 

error, they are Error of Omission, Error of Addition, Error of Missformation, 

and Error of Misordering. 

1. Omission  

The researcher found 26 errors of omission in writing descriptive text 

caused by there being an element committed from each sentence. According 

to Daulay, omission happens when there is evidence that grammatical 

morphemes (e.g. noun and verb inflection, articles, prepositions) are omitted 

more often than content morphemes that carry the meaning. While this 

research consists of some categories of error of omission. For example:  
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a. Omission of Article 

But, to be doctor 

It should be: But, to be a doctor 

Great to be teacher  

It should be: great to be a teacher  

 From the sentences above, the students omit a/an. We can put both a/an 

and the in front of a count noun. When the students use singular nouns (or 

adjectives) or start with a consonant sound( B, C, D, F, G, H, J, K, L, M, N, 

P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z), the students should be put article “a” before 

a noun or adjective in the sentences. The students use “an” when the next 

word adverb, adjective, or noun starts with a vowel sound ( A, I, U, E, O). 

b. Omission of “-s/-es” verb Inflection  

In this research, the researcher found some errors when a verb in the 

sentence of simple present tense omit “-s/-es”. In the singular form, we can 

add “verb 1 + s/es” after the singular subject. Almost all singular verbs are 

formed by adding “s” at the end of verb1. However, when we use verb 1 that 

ends with “ o, x, ch, th, and sh” it should replace with “es” at the end of the 

verb. To the verb end “y” after a consonant change ‘y’ to ‘i’ and add ‘es’. 

Here are the examples of errors made by the students:  

Doctor have many jobs  

It should be: doctors have many jobs 
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When her teach in the classroom 

It should be: when she teaches in the classroom 

2. Addition  

There are 10 errors of addition in writing descriptive text. In the error of 

addition category, the error happens when there is an extra item present that 

must not be present in a well-formed utterance. According to Dulay in Yusuf 

(2015:10), it is a phenomenon in which a certain aspect of language rules is 

added into a correct order (correct sentences) in order words some elements 

are presented that should not be presented. 

The students made errors of addition in some error categories, they are: 

addition of to be, addition of preposition, and addition of article. Here are the 

example errors of addition made by students: 

Students likes her  

It should be: student likes her 

She is very kind, very beautiful, and smart. 

It should be: she is very kind, beautiful, and smart. 

3. Misformation  

In the misformation category, there are 29 errors in writing descriptive 

text. According to Dulay, errors happen when the sentence did not follow the 

general structure based on the grammatical form. As stated before that 
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missformation is the error of using one grammatical form in place of another 

grammatical form. Here the examples of error in missformation category 

made by the students’ : 

a. Missformation of the personal pronoun 

In this research, the researcher found that errors in personal pronouns 

happen when the students did not follow the correct form in their sentences. 

White clothes and spatula can be him characteristic. 

It should be: white clothes and spatula can be his characteristic. 

I have a friend and his mom is doctor 

It should be: I have a friend and her mom is doctor 

From the sentence above, the students used a subject-verb in the object of the 

sentence in the possessive form. When a pronoun was the object of the 

sentence it should use the forms him, her, or his.  

b. Missformation of misspelling 

He is a cook so propecionality 

It should be: he cooks  professional 

To  see someone coock 

It should be: to see someone cooking 
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4. Missordering 

In misordering category, there are 2 errors found in writing descriptive 

text. Dulay states that misordering happens when there is a sentence in which 

the order is incorrect place, the sentence can be right in presented elements 

but wrongly sequenced. Here are examples of errors made by the students : 

She is bahasa Indonesian teacher  

It should be: she is bahasa Indonesian teacher 

Not everyone can be chef 

It should be: everyone cannot be chef 

This finding is in line with Yusuf34 who found that errors in the 

missformation category consist of 34,4 %, errors of omission there is 27,9 %, 

errors in missordering category there are 24,6 % and the last error of addition 

there are 13, 1 % error. In this thesis, he concluded that missformation is the 

dominant error in students’ writing made by the second-grade students’ of 

Muhammadiyah Limbung. This means that error of missformation is one of 

the types of error which frequently exist in students’ writing, then the error of 

omission is the highest percentage in the error category. 

The researcher concluded that the error missformation was the most 

dominant error made by the students because there are many students who did 

 
34 Yusuf. 2015, An Error Analysis in Descriptive Writing Through Visual Picture Technique at the 

Second Grade Students of Muhammadiyah Limbung, Makassar: Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar 
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not understand well the correct form to make the sentence. In this research, 

the researcher found errors of missformation into three types: missformation 

of personal Pronouns, missformation of the article, and missformation of 

misspelling. 

In general, an error made by students in writing descriptive text is because 

English is not the first language of students, their first language is Indonesian 

or their respective regional languages. It is very normal when a language 

learner makes mistakes in using the language, especially in writing. Their 

knowledge of the structure of English words is also still not sufficient so it is 

still possible to emerge errors in their pronunciation and writing. 

The majority of students who participated in this study were able to speak 

more than one language, namely Indonesian, and their respective regional 

languages. In this case, students rarely use English unless they are in a 

situation where they are taking part in English-based learning. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

The main purpose of this research is to find out the types of students’ 

errors in writing descriptive text and the dominant errors committed by 

students when writing descriptive text. Based on the data analysis and 

discussion in previous chapters. The researcher found that the total number of 

errors committed by students was 80 from the types of addition, omission, 

missformation, misordering, capitalization, and last punctuation errors made 

by the eleventh grade of PMDS Putri Palopo. Sources of errors experienced by 

students are omission and overgeneralization. 

The dominant errors committed by the eleventh-grade students’ of PMDS 

Putri Palopo were missformation with a percentage of 3,36 %. Then follow the 

error of omission with a percentage of 3,35 %.  Then addition category with a 

percentage of 1,25 %. Furthermore, misordering with a percentage of 0,25%, 

capitalization 0,75 % and the last is punctuation 0,87 %. 

B. Suggestion  

After conducting this researcher has some suggestions for teachers and 

students : 
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The first is the researcher suggests the teacher to give much motivation 

and care to the students in doing writing, so the students can limit their error in 

writing. And also the teacher should make a good method or creative ways to 

interest them in writing and they will train their selves in writing. They should 

discuss with their students how to identify and correct their errors in writing 

descriptive paragraphs. Furthermore, they need more techniques in teaching 

writing to give exercise or practice in the classroom or outside of the 

classroom. 

The second is for the students themselves, they have to learn more about 

English to develop their understanding of writing descriptive texts or other 

texts later. The students should more focus on and practice English learning, 

especially in writing. They also have to read a lot of books, develop an 

understanding of grammatical structures, and develop their vocabulary. Not 

only that, where students must also dare to express their own opinions in 

writing English, and more writing exercises to get better and great winning in 

writing skills. And the last is for the next research can identify the cause of 

errors written by the students.  
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APPENDIX 1 

LEMBAR TES UNTUK SISWA 

 

NAME : 

CLASS :  

Choose one of the pictures below and then write a descriptive paragraph 

consist of 7-10 sentences! 
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Write your Descriptive Text Here! 
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APPENDIX II 

Students Errors in Writing 

 

Students 

Errors 

Errors Students Sentence Correct Sentence 

Student 1  Omission Doctor is very kind, 

For people in hospital 

Doctor always stay 

smile 

A doctor is very kind 

For people in the 

hospital 

Doctors always stay 

smile 

Addition - - 

Missformation - - 

Misordering - - 

Student 2 Omission - - 

Addition - - 

Missformation I have a friend and his 

mom is doctor. 

I have a friend and her 

mom is doctor 

Missordering - - 

Capitalization But everyone loved that 

job. because doctor 

But everyone loved that 

job. Because doctor 

Student 3 Missformation She is hero without 

sign. He has very 

pantient . 

She is hero without 

sign. She is very 

pantient. 

Omission - - 

Addition - - 

Misordering - - 

Student 4 Omission I like look chef when 

he’s cook. 

I like to look chef when 

he’s cooking. 
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He’s cook so 

professionality 

He cooks professional 

missformation Can be him 

characteristic. 

And sure im hoping 

I’m not good on 

coocking 

Can be his 

characteristic. 

And sure I’m hoping. 

I’m not good in 

cooking. 

Punctuation But honestly I’m not 

good 

But honestly, I’m not 

good 

Missordering With white clothes and 

spatula. 

White clothes and 

spatula. 

Student 5 Capitalization But, not with me. i want 

to be a doctor 

But, not with me. I 

want to be a doctor 

Omission - - 

Addition - - 

Missformation  - - 

Student 6 Omission  Great to be teacher  Great to be a teacher  

Missformation  Good so hard science 

math  

I am so good on math 

Punctuation  Teach me writing, 

drawing and than 

spelaing 

Teach me writing, 

drawing, and  spelling 

   

Student 7 Capitalization  Protected century. and 

police 

Protected century. And 

police 

Missformation  And police he have 

responcibility 

And police have 

responsibility 

Omission - - 

Addition  - - 
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Student 8 Addition She is very kind, very 

beautiful, smart. 

She is very kind, 

beautiful, and smart. 

Omission  - - 

Missformation - - 

Missordering - - 

Student 9 Capitalization Her name is ely Her name is Ely, 

Omission  She has many white 

coat for her job. 

Doctor has a work hard  

She has many white 

coats for her job. 

A Doctor is a hard 

workes  

Missformation  If my mom after helps 

human 

If my mom helps 

human 

Addition  - - 

Student 10 Missformation  She is so beautiful and 

her a goodgirl 

She is so beautiful and 

she a goodgirl 

Addition  Not surprised if may 

student’s likes her 

Not surprised if many 

students  likes her 

Omission  And her teach manner  And she teaches 

manner 

Misordering  - - 

Student 11 Omission Doctor have many jobs 

to help their patients. 

But to be  doctor is very 

difficult. 

Doctor’s have many 

jobs to help their 

patients. 

But to be a doctor is 

vary difficult. 

Missformation Use their uniform white 

colour. 

 

Use their white 

uniform. 

 

Addition  - - 
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Misordering  - - 

Student 12 Missformation  Police have task to 

pecify sociaty 

Police have task to 

pacify society 

Capitalization  People. and than police   People. And than police 

Omission    

Addition    

Student 13 Addition Uniform is a good and 

tidy, 

The everyone loved 

challange 

Uniform is good and 

tidy 

 everyone loves 

challange 

missformation For save a saary 

Police always worting 

To save a scary 

Police always works 

   

   

Student 14 Missformation  Cool at the jaz doctor Cool at the  doctor coat. 

Punctuation  I don’t like matematic I don’t like mathematic. 

Omission  - - 

Addition  - - 

Student 15 Addition  She is bahasa 

indonesia’s teacher 

She is bahasa Indonesia 

teacher 

Missordering She is bahasa indoensia 

teacher  

She is teacher in bahasa 

Indonesia 

Punctuation In Islamic boording 

school datok sulaiman 

In datok sulaiman 

Islamic boording 

school. 

Omission  - - 
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DOCUMENTATION 
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The researcher explains the test for students 
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Students do the test given by the researcher 
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The researcher explained the correct answers from students writing  errors 

 

 

 



71 

 

 

 

 

 



72 

 

 

 

 

 

 



73 

 

 

 

 

 

 



74 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



76 

 

 

 

 

 

 



77 

 

 

 

 

 

 



78 

 

 

 

 

 

 



79 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Dwi Putri Maharani, was born in Watampone on the 

3th of october 2001. She is the second child of the 

couple Masrul S.H and A. Kartini Yunus. And now 

the researcher 21 years old. When she was seven 

years old, she started studying in elementary school 

at SDN 108 Salujambu and graduated in 2012. After 

that, she continued studying in junior high school 

Islamic Boording School Datok Sulaiman Palopo (PMDS); she graduated in 

2015. Then she continued her study in Islamic Boording School Datok Sulaiman 

Palopo, she is school at there until six Years. She continued again for her degree 

(S1) in the state Institute For Islamic Studies (IAIN) of Palopo. She Took 

English Education Study Program in Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 

Department. She wrote her thesis with the title “ Error Analysis on Students’ 

Writing Descriptive Text at the eleventh grade of  PMDS Putri Palopo “. 

 

 

 

 


