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ABSTRACT

Mirdayanti, 2013 “Improving Students’ Vocabulary at the Eleventh Year Students
of MAN Palopo through Mnemonic Technique”. Thesis of English
Study Program of Education Department in Sekolah Tinggi Agama
Islam Negeri (STAIN) Palopo, Concultant Madehang,S.Ag.,M.Pd.
and Wahibah,S.Ag.,Hum.

Key words: Improving Students’ Vocabulary, Mnemonic Technique, MAN
Palopo

This thesis deals with improving students’ vocabulary at the eleventh year
students of MAN Palopo through Mnemonic technique, the problem statement of this
thesis are: Is Mnemonic technique effective to improve students vocabulary at the
eleventh year senior high school of MAN Palopo and how is the students’ response
toward Mnemonic technique. The objective of the research was to know effectiveness
of mnemonic technique in teaching vocabulary.

The research applied experimental technique, and focused on the eleventh
IPS; year students of Senior high School of MAN Palopo academic year 2013/2014.
The population was 120 students from one class. The research used porpusive
sampling technique, where the research took 22 students as sample in this research.

The research collected data by using test. The test functioned to determine the
improvement of the students’ vocabulary after teaching by applying Mnemonic
technique. This research consisted of two variables, namely dependent variable and
independent variable. Dependent variable is the students’ vocabulary at the eleventh
year students of senior high school of MAN Palopo, and Independent variable is
teaching vocabulary through Mnemonic technique.

The result of test analysis that Mnemonic technique is effective in improving
students’ vocabulary because tiest s bigger than teple, the teount = 10,65> 2,831 with df
21. and the questionnaire shows that the students have positive response in learning
vocabulary by using mnemonic technique at the eleventh year students of MAN
Palopo.
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ABSTRAK

Mirdayanti, 2014. “Meningkatkan Kosakata siswa pada siswa kelas dua melalui
tekhnik mnemonik di MAN Palopo”. Skripsi program Study Bahasa
Inggris Jurusan Tarbiyah di Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam Negeri
(STAIN)  Palopo, Pembimbing I Madehang,Sag.,M.Pd.,dan
Pembimbing II Wahibah,S.Ag.,Hum.

Kata Kunci : Meningkatkan kosakata, Mnemonic technique, MAN Palopo

Skripsi ini mempelajari tentang meningkatkan kosakata melalui tekhnik
mnemonik di kelas dua MAN Palopo. Rumusan masalah di skiripsi ini yaitu: Apakah
tekhnik mnemonic effektif untuk meningkatkan kosakata di kelas dua MAN Palopo
dan bagaimana respon siswa terhadap Mnemonik technik. Tujuan dari peneliti ini
adalah untuk mengetahui keaktifan tekhnik Mnemonik dalam belajar vocabulary.

Peneliti mengambil tekhnik exprimental dan focus kepada siswa kelas dua di
MAN Palopo tahun ajaran 2013/2014. Populasi sebanyak 120 siswa. Peneliti
menggunakan tekhnik porpusive sampling, Di mana peneliti mengambil 22 siswa
sebagai sampel penelitian.

Peneliti menggunakan test untuk mengumpulkan data. Test berfungsi untuk
mengetahui perkembangan kosakata siswa setelah menggunaka tekhnik mnemonik.
Penelitian ini terdiri dua variable, yang dinamakan variable terikat dan variable bebas.
Variabel terikat dalam hal ini adalah kosakata siswa di kelas dua MAN Palopo dan
Variabel bebas adalah metode tekhnik mnemonic.

Kesimpulan dari hasil analisa adalah diterima, karena hasil tes: lebih besar
dibandingkan tuabel. Yaitu teount = 10,65> 2,831 dengan df 21. Itu berarti tekhnik
Mnemonik adalah apektif dalam mengembangkan kosakata dikelas dua di MAN
Palopo.



CHAPTER1
INTRODUCTION

A. Background

English has an important role for communication in the world, it is used as an
International language. More over it is used to relate one to another more countries
which have different language. English is an international an language is used by
people all over the world and every person learn it, because it is very important and
the large number of non native speaker who use it for part of their international
contact.

Vocabulary is the basic unit of language. So, if our vocabulary is limited, a
potential for self expression, effective communication and an adequate
comprehension of oral or printed materials, would be limited too.!

Vocabulary is one important aspect in learning a foreign language. Without a
proportional amount of vocabulary anyone will get trouble in her speaking, reading,
listening, and writing. Without a shred of doubt, the writer said that the acquisition of
vocabulary would help people in gaining, understanding, and also enhancing the
process of knowledge able transferred for a better life. Indisputably the chances for
progress or success in any kind of fields, like computers, technology, economy,
politics, tourism, and educational increase with the size and applications of

vocabulary.

! Syarullah. Thesis; Developing the english vocabulary of the second year students of MTS
Batusitanduk Through English Song.Thesis S.1,( STAIN Palopo,2007).,.1.



To teach vocabulary in Elementary, especially for young learners, is not an
easy way. Teaching young learners is different from teaching adults. We must have
extra power to teach them, because the young learners have certain characteristic and
need certain treatment. So the first that we must understand each students’ character.
Then, we prepared the treatment which was appropriate with the students’ need.
Before continuing the next step the teacher must have preparation to teach children,
for example the teacher must prepare a media as the teaching tool.?

Many methods that the teachers use to improve the students vocabulary such
as use Mnemonic technique. Mnemonic technique is enjoyable technique to apply in
classroom because it is interesting and makes the students think about it and fun in
learning process so they can easily receive the material from the teacher.

Based on the assumption above, the researcher found out the problem of the
students in MAN Palopo in mastering English. Because in MAN, students of the
eleventh class are very difficult in memorizing vocabulary and recollect, so that I take
this title namely Mnemonic which mean quick technique in memorizing. Based on
the explanation, the researcher is interested in conducting a research about
“Improving Students’ vocabulary At the Eleventh Year of MAN Palopo Through

Mnemonic Technique’.

’Diniabaca. Online: <Http://duniabaca.com/skiripsi-bahasa-inggris-teaching-vocabulary-
through-games-to-elementary-students.html> Accessed on May, 15%2012.



B. Problem Statement

Based on the problem above the writer formulates the research questions as
follows:

1. Is the use of Mnemonic technique effective in improving students
vocabulary?

2. How are the students’ response about the use of mnemonic technique?
C. The Objective of the Research

Based on problem statements, the objective of the research is to find out
whether or not

1. Is the use of Mnemonic technique effective in improving students’ vocabulary
2. How are the students’ response about the use of this Mnemonic technique.

D. Significance of the Research

Significance of the research is expected to be useful information for students
especially to the students of MAN Palopo at the Eleventh year and for all of the
people who want to improve their vocabulary skill and the English teacher in order to
increase the student’s vocabulary through fun with English program. It also important
for the students’ and everyone who want to study English.
E. Scope of the Research

The researcher focuses on improving students’ vocabulary at the eleventh year
students of MAN Palopo. The researcher emphasizes on the use of mnemonic
technique in teaching lexical vocabulary namely about noun (thing, job, place), verb

(regular and iiregular), and adjective (base adjective).



F. Definition of Term

Vocabulary is essential for successful second language use because, without
an extensive vocabulary, we will be unable to use the structures and functions we
may have learned for comprehensible communication. Also, in contrast with the
development of other aspect of a second language, particularly pronunciation,
vocabulary acquisition does not seem to be slowed down by age.?

Mnemonic is any learning technique that aids information retention.
Mnemonics aim to translate information into a form that the human brain can retain
better than its original form. Even the process of applying this conversion might

already aid the transfer of information to long-term memory.*

3 David, Nunan. English Language Teaching. USA. Cambridge University Press. 2009.,20.

4 Wikipedia. Online: <Http:/en Wikipedia.org/wiki/mnemonic.com> Accessed on February,
20t 2013.



CHAPTER IT

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Previous Studies

There are few research who has conducted previous research aimed at improving
students’ vocabulary skills.

1. Mohammad Amiryousefi in his thesis in title “Mnemonic Instruction : A way
to Boost Vocabulary Learning and Recall”. One of the most challenging parts of
every language learning is the acquisition of vocabulary items. Students, however,
complain that they can not remember the words they have learned. To solve this
problem, teachers can attempt to include mnemonic devices into their classes.
Mnemonic devices are useful ways of enhancing vocabulary learning and recall. Such
memory techniques should not replace other approaches to vocabulary learning, but
should complement them. Research on the effectiveness of mnemonic strategies has
consistently proved their usefulness, it, however, recommends language teachers not
to present words in isolation, but rather use these devices in contextual vocabulary
learning.!

2. Fatemeh Angomafrouz in her thesis in title “Effects of Using Mnemonic
Association on Vocabulary Recall of Iranian EFL Learner Over Time”. Based upon

the results yielded in the study several conclusions are drawn. The overall aim of the

! Mohammad Amiryousefi. Thesis : Mnemonic Instruction A way to boots Vocabulary
Learning and Recall.(Iran : Isfahan University of Technology, 2011).p.181.



present study was to assess whether using mnemonic associations was effective in
classroom setting and whether it was suitable for practical use by students as a
learning strategy. The data analyzed revealed that using mnemonic associations led to
significantly better performance of the adult students when comparison was made
adult and adolescent groups when comparison was made with respect to an internal
control group (when students used no association in mnemonic group). Furthermore,
the higher performance of mnemonic groups who frequently reported using initial
associations revealed that initial associations had a significant role at vocabulary
recall of students. According to these findings the mnemonic-based methods may turn
out to be useful for different age groups.’

All researchers use different technique in their research. In this research the
researcher uses mnemonic technique in teaching vocabulary, it can make students
understand about vocabulary by using mnemonic technique.

B. Some Pertinent Ideas

1. Concept of Vocabulary
Vocabulary is knowledge of words and word meanings. However, vocabulary
is more complex than this definition suggests. First, words come in two forms : oral
and print. Oral vocabulary includes those words that we recognize and use in
listening and speaking. Print vocabulary includes those words that we recognize and

use in reading and writing. Second, word knowledge also comes in two forms,

2 Fatemeh Angomafrouz. Thesis: Effects of Using Mnemonic Association on Vocabulary
Recall of Iranian EFL Learner Over Time. (Iran : Islamic Azad University, 2012).p.109.



receptive and productive. Receptive vocabulary includes words that we recognize
when we hear or see them. Productive vocabulary includes words that we use when
we speak or write. Receptive vocabulary is typically larger than productive
vocabulary, and may include many words to which we assign some meaning, even if
we don’t know their full definitions and connotations — or ever use them ourselves as
we speak and write.’

According to Harmer, Vocabulary is knowledge of words and meanings.
However, vocabulary is more complex than this definition suggest. First, word come
in two forms : oral and point. Oral vocabulary includes two those words that we
recognize and use in listening and speaking print vocabulary includes those words
that we recognize and use in writing and reading. Second, word knowledge also
comes in two forms, receptive and productive. Receptive vocabulary include words
that we recognize when we hear them. Productive vocabulary includes words that we
use when we speak or write.*

Although vocabulary is the one that is emphasized, it does not mean other
kinds of language components-grammar and pronunciation-are less important. All of
these aspects are learned together, because they are attached one to another.
Vocabulary is extremely large and also varies. Nobody ever learns all the words in

any language, but they can enlarge the number of words they have. Larger vocabulary

3Prel org. Online <Http://www.prel.org/produts/re /ES0419.htm> Accessed on May, 15
th
2012.

“Jeremy, Harmer. The Practice of English Language Teaching, (New York: Longman
publishing, 1992),,.154.



the students have can help them in many ways; students’ reading ability and writing
ability will improve as they learn new words, and the more words they know the
better their chance will be to do well on the vocabulary questions, in the school.
Therefore, it is highly essential for English teacher to help their students in mastering
vocabulary along with grammar and pronunciation.

Vocabulary is knowledge, the knowledge of a words not only implies a
definition, but also implies how that word fits into the world. ”Vocabulary knowledge
is not something that can ever be fully mastered, it is something that expand and
depends OVC the course of a lifetime. Instruction in vocabulary is acquired
incidentally through indirect exposure to words an intentionally through explicit
instruction in specific words and word learning strategies.’

Vocabulary is a fun educational website dedicated to helping you build
reading, phonics, or English language skills.

Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can
be conveyed. This is how the linguist David Wilkins summed up the importance of
vocabulary learning. However, vocabulary teaching has not always been very
responsive to such problems, and teacher have not fully recognized the tremendous

communicative advantage in developing an extensive vocabulary.’

SFitri, Zulyani. Thesis:Teaching vocabulary through English Songs to the Fifth grade
students at SDN 234 Temmalebba. (STAIN Palopo,2011).

¢ Vocabulary. Online: <Http://www.Vocabulary.co.il/contact.php>Accessed on May,15"
2012.
"Jeremy, Harmer. Teach Vocabulary. (Y ogyakarta:Penerbit Pustaka Pelajar,2002).,10.



For the concluded we can say that vocabulary is the study of:
a) The meaning words have
Many words have several different meaning each, study the meaning of the
words and part of speech.
b) How the words are used

Study the words in context, apply what you learn by writing sentence with your
words.
¢) Roots words, prefixes, suffixes
Studying these will aid in the study of vocabulary.

d) Analogies.

Vocabulary is essential for successful second language use because, without an
extensive vocabulary, we will be unable to use the structures and functions we may
have learned for comprehensible communication. Also, in contrast with the
development of other aspect of a second language, particularly pronunciation,
vocabulary acquisition does not seem to be slowed down by age. In fact, Rivers
argues that vocabulary argumentation seems to become easier as one matures,
probably because one has a richer knowledge of the world on which to draw. In
addition, the more one’s vocabulary develops, the easier it is to add new words-the

first ten words are probably the most difficult to learn.®

8 David. Nunan, English Language Teaching. USA. Cambridge University Press. 2009.,20.
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According to Hornby, that vocabulary is :

1. Total number of words (either used for combination them) make up the
language.

2. Range of words know to, or used by a person in trade, profession, etc.

3. Book contains a list words used in a book etc usually with definition or
translation.’

Based on definition above, the research concludes that vocabulary is
knowledge of words and word meanings. However, vocabulary is more complex than
this definition suggest. Most commonly, words come in forms : oral and print. Oral
vocabulary includes the words that we recognize and use in listening and speaking.
Print vocabulary, are those words that we recognize and use in use in reading and
writing. Next, we have word knowledge, which also comes in two forms, receptive
and productive. Receptive vocabulary includes the words that we use when we hear
or see them. Productive vocabularies are words that we use when we speak or write.
Vocabulary is essential for successful second language use because, without an
extensive vocabulary, we will be unable to use the structures and functions we may
have learned for comprehensible communication. According to research, receptive
vocabulary is typically larger than productive vocabulary, and may include many
words to which we give meaning, even if we don’t know their full definitions-or ever

use them ourselves when we speak and write.

°® Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current English, (Tokyo: Oxford
University Press, 1974),,978.
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Besides that according Pieter A. Nopa, explains that vocabulary is one of the
component of language and that language exist without words. Words are sign or
Symbols for ideas. There are the means by which people exchange their though, the
more words we learn, the more ideas we should have so we can communicate the
ideas more effectively.!”

2. Vocabulary Selection

The teaching vocabulary is an important of language and it must be done
carefully. The English teacher should know which words are important to learn
because many words will not be useful to the students.

To select the important vocabulary means that one choose the actual words
that can be used by the students. In this case, before teaching it, the teacher should
select the vocabulary students need.

3. Types of Vocabulary
There are four main types of vocabulary. Noun, verb and adjective :
a. Noun

Noun is word that refers to a person, a place or a thing, a quality an activity.!!

Nouns are usually the first words which small children learn.
1. Noun gender

Many common nouns, like “engineer” or “teacher,” can refer to men or women.

10pieter, A. Nopa. Vocabulary Development Skills, (Cet.1; Yogyakarta : kornisius, 1991),,6.

""Martin Manser, Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary, (New Edition: Oxford University
Press, 1995), 5. 461.
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Once, many English nouns would change form depending on their gender-for
example, a man was called an “author” while a woman was called an “authoress” —
but this use of gender-specific nouns is very rare today. Those that are still used
occasionally tend to refer to occupational categories, as in the following sentences.

2. Abstract noun

An abstract noun is a noun which names anything which you can not perceive

through your five physical senses, and is the opposite of a concrete noun. The
highlighted words in the following sentences are all abstract nous:
a. Buying the fire extinguisher was an afterthought.
b. Tillie is amused by people who are nostalgic about childhood.
c. Justice often seems to slip out of our grasp.
d. Some scientists believe that schizophrenia is transmitted genetically.

3. Noun plural

Most nouns change their form to indicate number by adding “-s” or “-es”, as

illustrated in the following pairs of sentences:
a) When Matthew was small he rarely told the truth if he thought he was going to be

punished.
b) Many people do not believe that truths are self-evident.
c) As they walked though the silent house, they were startled by an unexpected echo.
d) I like to shout into the quarry and listen to the echoes that return.

e) He tripped over a box left carelessly in the hallway.

f) Since we are moving, we will need many boxes.
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4. Possessive noun
In the possessive case, a noun or pronoun changes its forms to show that it
owns or is closely related to something else. Usually, nouns become possessive by
adding a combination of an apostrophe and the letter “s.”
You can form the possessive case of a singular noun that does not end in “s”

13 2
S

by adding an apostrophe and as in the following sentences:
The red suitcase is Cassandra’s.
1. The only luggage that was lost was the prime minister’s.
2. The exhausted recruits were woken before dawn by the drill sergeants scream.
3. The miner’s face was covered in coal dust.
b. Verb
A verb is a word that shows action or being. Whatever you are doing can be

expressed by verb. A sentence can have only one word as long as that word is a verb.

Play! Stop! Run!

Verbs can be classified according to whether they are action verbs or linking

verbs.

1) Action verbs
There are two types of action verbs: transitive and intransitive.
1) Transitive verbs
A transitive verbs expresses an action and as followed by an object that

receives the action of the verb.
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In the following example, transitive verbs are shown in color and direct object
of these verbs are underline.

I washed (what?) the car yesterday.

I took (whom?) my sister to the movie.

John studies (what?) English.

2) Intransitive verbs
Intransitive verbs an intransitive verb expresses an action but is not followed
by an object. Applying (what?) or (whom?) test to an intransitive verb shown
immediately that an object cannot follow.
Tom’s grades improve (what? Whom?) with the help of a tutor.
The child cried (what? Whom?) loudly.
The mother sang (what? Whom?) to her children.
3) Linking verbs
Linking verbs do not show action. A linking verb (also called copulative verb)
links or establishes a relationship between the subject and it