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ABSTRACT 

Nurul An nisa,  2020, "The Effectiveness of Round Robin Brainstorming 

Technique on Vocabulary Achievement at the Tenth-Grade Students of 

SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara". Thesis English Education Research Program 

in the State Islamic Studies Palopo. Supervised by: Masruddin and Andi 

Tenrisanna Syam. 

The researcher focused on improving vocabulary achievement through the 

Round Robin Brainstorming technique at the seventh-grade students of SMA 

Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. The research question was: does the use of the round-robin 

brainstorming technique effectively improve the students' vocabulary 

achievement?. The aim of the research was to find out whether or not the use of 

Round Robin Brainstorming technique improve the vocabulary achievement of 

the students effectively. Pre-experimental research was used by the researcher. 

The population was the tenth-graders of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. The 

population amounted to 132 students. The Class X Ipa 1 sample consisted of 21 

students. A vocabulary test was the resource of the research. The researcher gave 

the students a pre-test and a post-test. The data analyzed by using SPSS 22. The 

finding of this research shows that the use of the round-robin brainstorming 

technique effectively improves the students' vocabulary achievement. The 

students' result of the mean score in the pre-test was lower than the mean score in 

the post-test (52.86 < 60.24). The researcher found that p-value was 0.02 than the 

alpha was 0.05, therefore p <  (0.02 < 0.05). The researcher concludes that using 

the Round Robin Brainstorming technique is effective in improving students' 

vocabulary. 

 

Keywords: Vocabulary achievement, Round robin brainstorming, Pre 

experimental Design
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background  

Vocabulary is the collection of words that an individual knows.
1
 

Vocabulary plays an essential role in language teaching and learning. If learners 

master the vocabulary, they will be able to speak or write. Learners cannot do 

their English well if their vocabulary is very poor. Therefore, a student must have 

a lot of vocabulary to support the teaching and learning process. 

However, vocabulary is still one of the biggest problems in learning 

English, especially for those who are just learning English. Different from the 

Indonesian language, which is obtained directly, English, which is obtained by 

way of learning, they must be practiced repeatedly. Some problems in mastering 

vocabulary are difficulties in memorizing vocabulary, how to read, and lack of 

practice in using English. 

Based on the observations and interviews by the researcher at SMA Negeri 

5 Luwu Utara, the researcher found several problems in the student's vocabulary 

mastery. Firstly, the students have a low ability to memorize vocabulary, and they 

lack practice using vocabulary because they are only given the task of memorizing 

vocabulary and then depositing them at the next meeting. Secondly, they have 

difficulties in pronouncing vocabulary. However, the teacher has taught the 

correct pronunciation, but they still have difficulty saying vocabulary. The 

students' vocabulary mastery was still relatively low, and only a few students 

                                                           
1
Carolin T Linse, Practical English Language Teaching: Young Learners (New York: McGraw 

Hill, 2005).  
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participated in researching English. Therefore, most of the students preferred to be 

silent and not fully participate in classroom activities. Some of the students also 

said the class was less in fun learning activities because they lacked strategy or 

games that interested students.
2
 

The researcher recommends a learning method or technique on the basis of 

the above information that can help resolve these problems and make students 

more active in the teaching and learning process. This means making sure that 

students are not dominant in the class and that all students can be equally active in 

all activities. By inviting students to be interesting and cooperative activities, they 

will be more involved and motivated in speaking, and then they will be more 

confident in expressing ideas. There are many alternative techniques that can be 

used to interact with students in vocabulary mastery. The researcher is interested 

in proposing a Round Robin Brainstorming Strategy to resolve the problem. 

Roestiyah (2008) states that Round Robin Brainstorming is one of the 

small group activities that provide equal opportunities for every student in the 

group to express ideas or information. Each student should share one idea in each 

cycle without anyone interrupting or criticizing it while speaking. After 

submitting ideas one by one, there will be a small discussion to evaluate all the 

ideas that are distributed, and then a recorder is in charge of recording each idea 

from the group members presenting the results of the discussion to the class.
3
 

                                                           
2
Martha Tanan Matika‟, Interview by Nurul Annisa. Students’ ability in English subject Luwu 

Utara, Sulawesi Selatan, (August 3, 2020). 
3
Roestiyah, Strategi Belajar Mengajar (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2008). 
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The Round Robin Brainstorming Strategy is designed to encourage each 

member of the group to express various ideas recorded by the note-taker and then 

combined so that all members agree to make a final decision on the contribution.
4
 

Round Robin Brainstorming will give some ways to resolve the problems 

in memorizing vocabulary. First, by a small grouping system and giving each 

student chance to speak or write one by one, in turn. Round robin brainstorming 

will provide a chance for students to participate actively in learning activities and 

make them have a possible and a variety of ideas that will be expanded. Besides, 

students will be trained to speak or write among their teammates. Second, No 

interrupting and debating ideas while speaking or writing will build their way of 

thinking in developing their coming ideas and minimize their fear in making 

speaking or writing mistakes, so they will express idea freely and openly until 

they can improve their confidence in learning because no one slaughters their 

words. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in conducting 

research entitled "The Effectiveness of Round Robin Brainstorming Technique on 

Vocabulary Achievement at the Tenth-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu 

Utara." 

In this research, the researcher focuses on improving vocabulary 

acquisition through the Round Robin Brainstorming technique at the tenth-grade 

students of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. This research is a part of applied English 

Language Teaching by discipline. The researcher focuses, by content, on content 

                                                           
4
Utomo Dananjaya, Media Pembelajaran Aktif (Bandung: Nuansa Cendekia, 2011). 
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words (noun and adjective). 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background above, the research question is: Does the use of 

the round-robin brainstorming technique effectively improve the students' 

vocabulary acquisition at the Tenth-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu 

Utara? 

C. Research Objective 

The researcher intends to find out whether or not the use of the Round 

Robin Brainstorming technique effectively improves the students' vocabulary at 

the Tenth-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. 

D. Research Significances 

The result of this research is expected to be useful, theoretically, and 

practically. Theoretically, this research is to enrich the theory of teaching English 

vocabulary. 

Practically, this research brings benefit to: 

a. The teacher: This research is expected to give a contribution to the English 

teacher in exploring his/her teaching technique of English, especially in 

teaching vocabulary. 

b. The students: From this research, the students are intended to be able to 

increase their learning motivation and vocabulary mastery. 

c. Another researcher: the researcher hopes that another researcher will enlarge 

knowledge in teaching English and will become a basic consideration and 

information to do further research in the future. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Research 

Based on the research entitled "Improving Speaking Skill through Round 

Robin Brainstorming Strategy for the Eleventh-Grade Students at MA Darut 

Taqwa Suci"  (2016) by Nurul Khiromah. Classroom action research was the 

design of the study. She aimed to find out how Round Robin Brainstorming 

strategy can be used in teaching vocabulary to the Eleventh-Grade Students at MA 

Darut Taqwa Suci. The data are collected through observation; the data obtained 

are qualitative. Instruments of the research are observation checklist, field note, 

and test. The results showed that the Brainstorming Round Robin strategy was 

effective in teaching speaking to eleventh-grade students of MA Darut Taqwa 

Suci, it was shown by the average post-test scores of the students. The mean score 

of students in the pre-test was 65.66; the score increased in the post-test with a 

score of 74.95. This increase was also evidenced by student achievement in class. 

At the first meeting, some students could not participate in class activities well. It 

was also declining at the second meeting. Until the fourth meeting, in the 

teaching-learning process, the students performed well at several stages. They 

illustrate motivation and participation well. Based on the research findings, it can 

be concluded that the Round Robin Brainstorming technique can increase the 

ability of students to speak.
5
 

                                                           
5
Nurul Khiromah, Improving Speaking Skills through Round Robin Brainstorming Strategy for the 

Eleventh Grade Students at MA Darut Taqwa Suci (Gresik: University of Muhammadiyah Gresik, 

2016). 
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The similarity between this research and the research above is that both 

use the round-robin exchange method in their teaching. The difference between 

this research and the above research is that class X students of SMA Negeri 5 

Luwu Utara Utara are the research subjects, while the research subjects above are 

students of class XI MA Darut Taqwa Suci. In addition, researchers used various 

types of instruments to collect data. The research instrument that the researcher 

uses is the observation sheet, tests, and documentation. At the same time, the 

research above uses an observation checklist, field notes, and tests. 

Siti Surati (2015), through her research entitled "Using Round Robin 

Brainstorming to Improve Students' Ability in Reading Narrative Text" (A 

Classroom Action Research of the Eighth Grade Students of S.M.P. Islam 

Sudirman Ambarawa in the Academic Year of 2014/2015). This research was 

aimed at enhancing the ability of the students to read the narrative text by using 

the Round Robin Brainstorming method in S.M.P. Islam Sudirman Ambarawa's 

Eight Grade Students in the 2014/2015 academic year. In the academic year of 

2014/2015, the subjects were S.M.P. Islam Sudirman Ambarawa Eight Grade 

Students. The researcher used observation, tests, and documentation. The 

researcher used the field note as the observation tool to find out the students' 

motivation, and the test was used to find out students' acquisition. The result of 

this action research showed that Round-Robin Brainstorming could improve 

students' ability in reading narrative text.
6
 

                                                           
6
Siti Surati, „Using Round Robin Brainstorming to Improve Students‟ Ability in Reading 

Narrarive Text‟, 2015, 1–81. 
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The difference between this research and the research above is the research 

above using classroom action research and use observation, test, and 

documentation in collecting data, while this research use pre-experiment and 

using pre-test and post-test in collecting data.  

Khusnul Khotimah (2012), through her research entitled "The Use of 

Round Robin Brainstorming to Improve Students' Listening Skill at the Tenth 

Grade of SMK Negeri Karanganyar in the Academic Year 2011/2012". This 

research is intended to explain whether or not the round-robin technique is 

effective in improving listening skills for students. Experimental research in this 

report. The population of this research consists of 120 students, is the 10th-grade 

students of SMKN Karanganyar in the academic year 2011/2012. The researcher 

took two classes as a sample, first as an experimental group and second as a 

control group. It was a pre-test and post-test research instrument. The researcher 

gave a pre-test to each group before giving treatment using round-robin 

brainstorming and without it. Both groups were given a post-test at the end of the 

experiment. The results of the study showed that there is a significant difference 

between the experimental group and the control group. It can be known from the 

t-test analysis that the t-value was 2.519. The T table used was 0.05, and the t 

table was 1.990. with df n1+n2-2 = 40+40-2=78. It can be known that the t value 

was higher than the t table (2.519>1.990) based on that computation. In other 

words, the use of round-robin brainstorming is effective in teaching listening.
7
 

                                                           
7
Khusnul Khotimah, The Use of Round Robin Brainstorming to Improve Students’ Listening Skill 

at the Tenth Grade of SMK Negeri Karanganyar (Muhammadiyah University of Purworejo, 2020). 
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The difference between this research and the research above is that the 

researcher above took two classes as the sample, the first class as the experimental 

group and the second class as the control group, while the researcher only took 

one class as the sample. 

Isti Faizah (2012), through her research entitled "The Speaking Ability of 

the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA 1 Mejobo Kudus in the Academic Year 

2011/2012 Taught by Using Round Robin Brainstorming". This research aims to 

determine whether there is a significant difference in the speaking skills of class 

XI students of SMA 1 Mejobo Kudus in the academic year 2011/2012 before and 

after being taught by the Round Robin Brainstorming method. This research is 

quantitative experimental research. Data collected through recording. The 

research instrument was an oral test. Researchers gave a pre-test before doing 

treatment using Round Robin Brainstorming and gave a post-test after the 

treatment. The sample of this research was thirty-three students of class XI IPS 1. 

After processing the data found, it was concluded that there was a significant 

difference in the speaking ability of class XI students of SMA 1 Mejobo Kudus in 

the Academic Year of 2011/2012 before and after learning using Round Robin 

Brainstorming.
8
 

The difference of this research above is the technique of data analysis 

using quantitative experimental and this research using SPSS 22 for windows 

evaluation. Besides that, the researcher used different types the instruments in 

                                                           
8
Isti Faizah, The Speaking Ability of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA 1 Mejebo Kudus in 

Academic Year 2011/2012 Taught by Using Round Robin Brainstorming (University of Muria 

Kudus, 2012). 
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collecting data. The instrument of this research is pre-test and post-test, while the 

research above uses an oral test. 

Jenna Maghfira Swari Apriyadi Putri (2018), through her research entitled 

"The Influence of using Round Robin Technique towards students‟ vocabulary 

mastery at the Eighth Grade of SMPN 5 Bandar Lampung at First Semester in the 

academic year of 2018/2019" This research aimed to know whether there is a 

significant influence of the using the round robin technique towards student‟s 

vocabulary mastery. This research is quasi experimental design. Speaking test was 

used by the researchers to collect the data. The population was the eighth-graders 

of SMPN 5 Bandar Lampung. The sample of the research was two classes consist 

of 60 students. After processing the data, it was concluded that there was a 

significant influence of using Round Robin Technique towards students‟ 

vocabulary mastery.
9
 

The difference between this research and the research above is that the 

above using quasi experimental design, meanwhile this research using pre-

experiment research. 

B. Some Pertinent Ideas 

1. Concept of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is one of the language elements needed in English. Vocabulary 

is the most important element in the learning process, mastery, and use of 

language. Vocabulary is a collection of words in English that are used to express 

                                                           
9
Jenna Maghfira Swari Apriyadi Putri, The Influence of Using Round Robin Technique towards 

Students’ Vocabulary Mastery at the Eighth Grade of SMPN 5 Bandar Lampung at First Semester 

in the Academic Year of 2018/2019 (Raden Intan State Islamic University Bandar Lampung, 

2018). 
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ideas, emotions, and information to others. According to Hiebert, vocabulary is 

knowledge about the meaning of words. We need to master vocabulary to be able 

to use language. In researching vocabulary, we must understand the meaning of 

the word itself and be able to use it in sentences. Vocabulary is one of the many 

problems in teaching English as a foreign language. Vocabulary is the foundation 

or foundation of a language.
10

 

The base of language is vocabulary. The language needs to be mastered 

very well. Aitchison says vocabulary is a collection of words known to a person 

or other eternity, or that are components of a specific language. An individual's 

vocabulary is defined as the collection of all the words that are understood by that 

person when developing new phrases.
11

 

In English, there are four types of vocabulary, and Fries categorizes 

English words into four groups, namely:
12

 

a. Content words represent a noun as the name of targets or things, like 

animal, vehicle, and marketplace, for example. A verb is an action of 

certain things, such as eating, walking, and working. An adjective is, for 

example, large, lovely, smooth, and easy, the quality of these things. An 

adverb is an expression of meaning like frequency, degree, manner, and 

place, tomorrow, quick, behind, for example. 

                                                           
10

Elfrieda H. Hiebert and Michael L. Kamil, Teaching and Learning Vocabulary: Bringing 

Research to Practice (Mahwa, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2005). 
11

Jean Aitchison, New Media Language (London and New York: Routledge, 2001). 
12

Charles C Fries, Teaching and Learning English as a Foreign Language (Michiga: University of 

Michigan Press, 1945). 
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b. Function words are those words used as a means of expressing the 

sentence structure relation, such as conjunction, preposition (on, to of), 

pronouns (both, for, but) (he, we). 

c. Substitute words are those that represent individual objects or specific acts 

as substitutes for whole words from word classes (anyone, somebody, 

anybody). 

d. Distributed words that are distributed as the relative importance of noun 

and negative in use according to the grammatical matter, such as either, 

either, and neither. 

Based on the explanation, there are four kinds of English vocabulary; 

content words, function words, alternative words, and distributed words. Thus it 

can be concluded that vocabulary is words that have meaning in every word and 

can be used to exchange information from speakers/researchers to 

listeners/readers in communication. Therefore, students must learn vocabulary 

well, so they are able to master the language (speaking, writing, listening, and 

reading). 

In this research, the researcher focuses on the word of content because this 

group includes the vocabulary of real objects, professions, and activities, in 

particular nouns and adjectives. In addition to in the classroom, content words can 

be used well. Even though other kinds of words, such as word function, word 

substitution, and word distribution, could not be used well because of their limited 

meaning. 

a. Types of Vocabulary 
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Hadfield said vocabulary is categorized into two types. Active vocabulary 

is the first type. It refers to things that can be properly used by the student in 

speaking or writing, and it is often referred to as active vocabulary. It's, in fact, 

difficult to take into practice. Students must understand how to pronounce them 

well, how to use grammar, how and when to understand collocations, and how to 

understand the word's intended connotations in active vocabulary. In speaking and 

writing skills, this style is sometimes used. At the same time, passive vocabulary 

is the second form of vocabulary. In the sense of reading or listening, this 

vocabulary refers to language objects that can be recognized and understood; it's 

called receptive vocabulary. Passive or knowing language consists of words that 

are understood by people.
13

 We use vocabulary to clearly express our ideas, 

feelings, motivations, and information to people. In this research, vocabulary is 

the ability of students to learn various types of words or groups of words such as 

nouns, verbs, adjectives that are usually used in everyday life, and students 

understand how to use them specifically and in general in their daily life. 

Nation has been divided vocabulary in the specific reference, such as:
14

 

1) Receptive vocabulary: understanding a word and can recognize it when it 

is heard (what is the sound like?) or when it is taken into consideration 

(what does it look like and anticipating the phrase's grammatical pattern to 

occur. This means being able to differentiate it from a word with a similar 

shape and being able to decide whether or not the word sounds right. 

                                                           
13

Jill Hadfield, Intermediate Vocabulary Games (Harlow: Longman, 1999). 
14

I.S.P Nation, Teaching and Learning Vocabulary (Massachusetts: Heinle & Heinle Publishers, 

1990). 
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2) Productive vocabulary: understanding a word that can pronounce, how to 

write, and how to spell, how to use it along with the word in the 

grammatical pattern generally collocates with it. It also includes not using 

the word too much as it is normally a low-frequency word and using it in a 

suitable situation, using the word to represent what it means,  and being 

able to think of suitable alternatives for the word if there is any. 

Aebersold and Field classified vocabulary into two terms; they are:
15

 

1) Active vocabulary refers to things that the learner can use accurately as 

productive vocabulary in speaking or writing, but it is more difficult to put 

into practice. It means that students are required to be aware of how to 

pronounce it well in order to use the productive vocabulary, they need to 

learn and be able to use the grammar of the language target, they are also 

expected to know collocation and understand the connotation that the 

words mean. 

2) Passive vocabulary refers to language items that can be recognized and 

understood in the context of reading or listening and also known as 

receptive vocabulary. Passive vocabulary or comprehension consists of the 

words understood by the people when they read and listen. 

b. Teaching Vocabulary 

Teaching is a process where teachers and students share information or 

knowledge in the classroom, outdoors, or indoors. In the vocabulary teaching 

process, good techniques are needed to help students understand the meaning and 
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Aebersold Jo Ann, From Reader to Reading Teacher (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1997). 
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use of these words more easily. Gnainoska (1998: 12) states that when the 

teacher can handle the learning process by integrating available teaching 

methods, teaching vocabulary can be meaningful. It is assumed that the approach 

used will be more fun and inspiring so that students do not get bored and be 

appealing to students in the teaching and learning process.
16

 This research will 

take only two elements of vocabulary, nouns, and adjectives. 

The explanation above is following the statement in the Qur'an surah Al-

„Alaq [96:1-5]:
17

 

 
The Clot  

  

Segumpal darah 

 (١) خَلَقَ  الَّذِي رَبِِّكَ  بِاسْنِ  اقْزَأْ 

1. Read in the name of your Lord who created 

1. Bacalah dengan (menyebut) nama Tuhan-mu yang menciptakan, 

 (٢) عَلقَ   هِنْ  الإنْسَانَ  خَلقََ 

2. He created the human being from Alaq (an embryo) 

2. Dia telah menciptakan manusia manusia dari segumpal darah. 

 (٣) الأكْزَم   وَرَبُّكَ  اقْزَأْ 

3. Read, and your Lord is owner of the Greatest Honor. 

3. Bacalah, dan Tuhan-mulah yang Maha Mulia. 

 (٤) بِالْقَلَنِ  عَلَّنَ  الَّذِي

                                                           
16

Anna Gnainoska, „Teaching Vocabulary in Colour‟, English Teaching Forum, 36.3 (1998). 
17

 Abu Bakr al Shatri, „The Noble Qur‟an‟, p. Al-Alaq [96:1-5] <en.noblequran.org>. 
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4. He taught with a pen. 

4. Yang mengajar (manusia) dengan pena. 

 (٥) يعَْلَنْ  لَنْ  هَا الإنْسَانَ  عَلَّنَ 

5. (He has) taught the human being what he did not know. 

5. Dia mengajarkan manusia apa yang tidak diketahuinya. 

In Sutarjo's Classification, there are five possible ways of teaching 

vocabulary; They are (a) Teaching vocabulary through creativity. The teacher 

allows students to decide what they want to learn. Teachers can use techniques 

that allow students to be innovative in producing vocabulary, such as displaying 

pictures, puzzles, offering keywords, games, etc. (b) Teaching vocabulary through 

context clues, the teacher can use context clues in word recognition by finding out 

the meaning of a word based on cues in the surrounding context, for example by 

providing antonyms, synonyms, etc. (c) Teaching vocabulary through translation. 

This technique is seen as an ancient technique, but it has proven to be quite 

effective. In this technique, the teacher teaches the meaning of words through 

translation, for example, the word "run" in Indonesian, which means "berlari." (d) 

Teaching vocabulary through guessing, the teacher can motivate students to guess 

the word first then consult. In order to guess the right word, a student needs to 

have a good reason. The teacher can draw five pictures on the blackboard, then 

the teacher recites a word and asks one of the students to show the meaning of the 

picture. (e) Teaching vocabulary through derivation, this technique requires the 
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teacher to involve four classes of words based on their position in the English 

sentence pattern. The teacher can provide nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.
18

  

c. Teaching English with Round Robin Brainstorming 

Learning with round-robin brainstorming emphasizes the formulation of a 

group within a group consisting of 4-5 students. Some of the groups that will be 

the first group mention the words in turns and the other group respond with the 

other ideas that will be presented by teachers. After the teacher gives the material, 

then the teacher gives an example to set the word and provide information about 

the material and how to apply them in round-robin brainstorming in their group. 

This brainstorming variation implies little verbal intervention between the group 

members and therefore restricts the power of stronger personalities. Many people 

met individuals who appeared to monopolize the conversation in brainstorming 

sessions. Reconciliation is in the hand of the facilitator when this occurs.
19

 

Barkley said that in teaching and learning methods, the round-robin has 

certain procedures; some of them followed. The round-robin brainstorming 

approach was invented to prevent getting the conversation hijacked by a handful 

of individuals.
20

 

1) All the participants sit around a table. In order to record ideas on their own 

individual card, each has an index card. The beginning is this. 

                                                           
18

Sukirah Sutarjo, Reading Technique for College Students (Jakarta: Proyek Pengembangan 

Lembaga Pendidikan Tenaga Kependidikan, 1988). 
19

Eka Ogol, „The Use of Brainstorming Round Robin to Improving Vocabulary Ability‟, 

Academia Edu, 2015 

<https://www.academia.edu/31496603/The_Use_of_Brainstorming_Round_Robin_to_Improving_

Vocabulary_Ability> [accessed 3 December 2020]. 
20

 E Barkley Elisabeth, Collaborative Learning Techniques (Bandung: Nusa Media, 2012). 
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2) As effectively as possible, the facilitator explains the challenge and 

provides themes, answers questions, and keeps the discussion to a 

minimum. The aim of this move is that members should think of answers 

by themselves. 

3) Each member writes as many vocabulary words on their card as possible 

4) After everyone is finished writing on their index cards, their single concept, 

this can be accomplished by passing the index card on either side to the 

individual so that all cards shift clockwise or counterclockwise, or simply 

switching cards randomly. 

5) Now each person holds another team member's card and must come up with 

fresh ideas by building on what he has got. 

6) The card swapping continues until all the team members remaining have 

earned the card. 

7) Ideas are tested in accordance with the priorities and their viability. Don't 

throw away the principles that didn't make the cut. Store them, and when 

the same problem happens or when you have better resources to make them 

happen, some could prove very useful. 

8) As a personal note, the researcher also feels that it can carry the feeling of 

problem-solving into the team and bond the members by holding a 

conversation and building ideas together. In the round-robin brainstorming, 

this is what seems to be missing. 

9) The facilitator should attempt a warm-up session as a solution to getting the 

session monopolized by stronger personalities before the real problem is 
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brought to the table. Not only does it ease tension and put everyone into the 

mood of problem-solving, but it also gives the facilitator an understanding 

of the group dynamics. 

2. Concept of Round Robin Brainstorming 

Brainstorming is usually called sharing opinions, according to Roestiyah. 

Brainstorming is a type of discussion for all discussion participants to gather 

ideas, perspectives, facts, expertise, and experiences. In addition to the discussion, 

where the opinions of an individual may be felt or commented on by other 

participants (supported, resolved, decreased, or rejected), whereas the viewpoint 

of a person is not perceived or commented on in the brainstorming process. The 

aim of brainstorming is to gather views, data, and experiences from all similar or 

different participants. The end result is an awareness map, experience map, or 

mind map for joint analysis.
21 

Brainstorming is a type of discussion that matches or meets exactly. 

Where each group member is expected in a relatively short time to produce as 

many ideas as possible, these ideas are then abstracted and deepened so that it can 

be inferred that they can be followed up.
22

 

Spencer Kagan stated that Round Robin Brainstorming is an activity in 

which each student has to express their opinions in group discussions based on the 

subject in turn. In this way, to find the best answer, all students should contribute 
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Roestiyah. 
22
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ideas to others. Teamwork enables them to have several potential ideas to be 

created.
23

 

From some of the definitions above, it can be concluded that the Round 

Robin Brainstorming method is one type of instructional mastery technique, 

namely small teamwork consisting of 4-6 students in each group, where each team 

member have to come up with ideas and exchange opinions according to the 

theme given by the teacher who is limited in a short time. 

a. The Advantages of Round Robin Brainstorming 

The aim of Round Robin Brainstorming is to obtain a number of ideas 

from participants without tight criticism within a relatively short time. There are 

some benefits that can be obtained from this technique by the team; there are:
24

 

1) It increases the concern and engagement of participants. Participants will 

be concerned about the topic given and what they want to respond to by 

using this technique rules. They're going to make an effort to think and say 

something. 

2) In a relatively short time, it creates several ideas. In a short time, it teaches 

students to think quickly. Each student in a group will gather several ideas. 

3) It decreases the ability of the individual to dominate the debate. The 

participants should share in turn, one by one, and once in each cycle, they 

should communicate ideas. 

                                                           
23

Spencer Kagan and Miguel Kagan, Kagan Cooperative Learning (California: San Clemente, 

2009). 
24

 Vincent Brown and others, „Modeling Cognitive Interactions During Group Brainstorming‟, 

Small Group Research, 1998 <https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1046496498294005>. 
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4) It decreases the risk among the participants of the production of negative 

thoughts. A positive atmosphere among students in a community will not 

be generated by criticizing and assessing opinions. They can know that 

their peers respect what they share.  

b. The Rules of Round Robin Brainstorming 

When the teacher utilizes good rules, the implementation of the Round 

Robin Brainstorming technique will be effective. There are several guidelines for 

implementing the Round Robin Brainstorming Technique, according to Namken 

and Rapp, as seen below:
25

 

a. In turn, students speak. Rotate the antipodes from the right to the left side 

in the direction of the clockwise rotation. 

b. One opinion in each cycle is expressed by each student. Every student is 

not allowed to express his opinion before his turn arrives. 

c. Group members should not criticize or evaluate ideas while other members 

are speaking. 

d. Students who don't have an idea can say "continue" or "next." 

e. The cycle will continue until no ideas are presented, and the allotted time 

is up. 

According to Clark, after gathering a few ideas, participants should:
26

 

a. One by one, consider ideas. 

                                                           
25

Namken, J. C. and G. W. Rapp, “Strategic Planning Handbook for Cooperatives”, United States 

Department of Agriculture, December 25, 2019, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RBS/pub/cir48.pdf  
26

Clark, D. (2000). Brainstorming. August 27, 2007, 

http://www.nwlink.com/~donclark/perform/brainstorm.html 
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b. It is possible to combine similar ideas, though unclear ideas should be 

asked of participants who share ideas. 

c. Decision making should be achieved after discussing and evaluating ideas. 

d. Fill in the ideas that have been agreed upon. 

e. Reach a conclusion. 

c. The Procedures of Round Robin Brainstorming 

Spencer Kagan proposes the procedures of implementing Round Robin 

Brainstorming as following:
27

 

a) Students are divided into small groups. Each group is made up of 4-6 

students. 

b) The teacher suggests the rule after having a group and asks each team to 

choose one student as a recorder and others as an opinion conveyor. 

c) The teacher pronounces the topic/ question, which has to be discussed in a 

group. There must be several potential answers to the topic/question. 

d) After the teacher announces the time to start and finish, the students can 

also discuss the discussion. The time given is approximately 5 minutes. 

e) Sharing opinions can be finished in several cycles before the "think-time" 

is up, and ideas must be exchanged by everyone. 

f) A small discussion is held after "think-time" is over to consider the 

opinions collected. The recorder reads what he has noted (all views 

transmitted by all members of the group) and discusses them with his/her 

teammates. 

                                                           
27
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g) The correct decision would be decided upon. The last session is a 

presentation that will be completed by each group's recorder. In turn, they 

were the result of discussion before the class, while other groups are 

approved to provide feedback 

The researcher will modify the steps in procedures Round Robin 

Brainstorming, there are; 

a) Students will be divided into small groups. There are 4-6 students in each 

group 

b) The teacher introduces the rules after having a group, and the teacher gives 

the opportunity for each group to select a roll of paper containing one 

category (for example, classroom nouns) to be addressed in the group.  

c) The students sit in a circle and take turn write down things that fall into 

that category for 3-5 minutes. 

d) In several cycles, it is possible to express ideas before the "think-time" is 

over, and everyone must share ideas. 

e) The last session is a presentation to be made by members of each group. 

C. Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework shows the process of the researcher in using the 

round robin brainstorming technique to improve the students‟ vocabulary 

acquisition. Round Robin Brainstorming Technique is an effective way to teach 

students‟ vocabulary. It can make students more active in learning process. Round 

Robin Brainstorming Technique make students are not dominant in the class, and 

will provide a chance for students to participate actively in learning activities and 
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make them have a possible and a variety of ideas that will be expended. So, 

Round Robin Brainstorming Technique will be more effective to teach vocabulary 

in learning. 

In this research use the pre-experimental research. It aims to improve 

students‟ vocabulary through Round Robin Brainstorming technique. In teaching 

and learning activity, many factor that can improve the students‟ vocabulary, one 

of them is using Round Robin Brainstorming technique. The output of the 

research is that the students can improve their vocabulary about noun and 

adjective. Besides that, there is a significant improvement in the students‟ 

vocabulary. 

The conceptual framework in this research is shown in the diagram: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Figure 2.1. Conceptual framework 
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D. Hypothesis  

The hypothesis of this research was formulated as follow: 

1. Null Hypothesis (H0): the use of the Round Robin Brainstorming technique 

does not effectively improve students' vocabulary acquisition at the tenth-

grade of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. 

2. Alternative Hypothesis (H1): the use of the Round Robin Brainstorming 

technique effectively improves students' vocabulary acquisition at the tenth-

grade of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Research Design 

In this research, the researcher used pre-experiment because the researcher 

wanted to know whether round-robin brainstorming was effective in improving 

students' vocabulary. Cohen and Mark E (2005) stated that in experimental 

design, there are three stages of research procedures conducted by the 

researcher
28

.
 
The researcher followed basic experimental steps but did not use a 

control group. Before any real experimental research, pre-experimental research 

serves as the precursor or preparation process. This research used a pre-

experimental design because, in the form of a one-group pre-test and post-test 

design, it has little or no control of external variables. This research used pre-test 

and post-test to see the result of the treatment. The pre-test and post-test design of 

one group requires a single group that is pre-tested (Y1), subjected to treatment 

(X), and then re-tested (Y2). Comparing pre-test and post-test scores decides the 

success of the treatment. 

The design of One Group Pre-test-Post-test is as follows: 

Y1 X Y2 

Pre-test Treatment Post-test 
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B. Place and Time of the Research 

The research was conducted to tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 5 

Luwu Utara which located in Kelurahan Marobo, Kecamatan Sabbang, Kabupaten 

Luwu Utara, since 28
th 

of August 2020 until 11
th 

of September 2020. 

C. Definition of Term 

1. Vocabulary acquisition 

Vocabulary acquisition is the students' ability to mastering vocabulary, 

which is indicated by the score they gain in the test. 

2. Round Robin brainstorming technique 

The Round Robin Brainstorming Technique is one type of cooperative 

learning method in which students are divided into several groups consisting of 4 

until 6, where each member has the same opportunity to come up with ideas. 

D. Research Variables 

1. Dependent Variable  

The dependent variable is the improvement of students' vocabulary 

mastery. Vocabulary mastery refers to the ability to describe things, people, 

animals, and places. 

2. Independent Variable  

The independent variable is a round-robin brainstorming technique. Round 

robin brainstorming technique is a cooperative learning method that involves all 

group members to come up with their own ideas. 



27 
 

 
 

E. Population and Sample 

The population of this research was the tenth-grade students of SMA 

Negeri 5 Luwu Utara. There were six classes. Each class had a different number 

of students. The total number population was 132 students. The researcher chose 

one class as her sample, namely class X Ipa 1. There were 21 students. The 

students consisted of 3 males and 18 females. The three classes were taught by the 

same teacher in the academic year 2020/2021. 

F. Procedures of Collecting Data 

This research was conducted at SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara, where the 

authors took one class to be a sample, then processed it in the experimental class 

using a round-robin brainstorming technique. Experimental learning has been 

carried out for six meetings, namely four meetings for experimental learning and 

two meetings for giving pre-test and post-test. During experimental learning, 

researchers used a round-robin brainstorming technique in teaching vocabulary. 

Here are the details for each meeting in the experimental class: 

1. Pre-test   

In giving the pre-test, the researcher first introduced herself as well as 

possible while telling the students the reasons for her attendance. The researcher 

asks the students' condition and what they learned at the last meeting. Then the 

researcher explained to the students what they would do at the next meeting. 

Finally, the researcher gave the pre-test to the students for 60 minutes to find out 

the students' abilities before being given the treatment. The test was multiple-
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choice items; the number of questions was 20 items consisting of questions about 

nouns and adjectives. 

2. Treatment 

The treatment has been carried out for four meetings; the technique is 

applied to teach a descriptive text to the students by using Round Robin 

Brainstorming. The procedures were as follow: 

Pre-teaching 

a) The researcher opened the class. 

b) The researcher gave the students motivation. 

c) The researcher explained the learning procedure for the meeting. 

d) The researcher asked some oral questions related to the topic and 

prepared students to research the topic. 

Whilst-teaching 

a) The researcher explained the material about the classroom description of 

things 

b) In the classroom, the researcher gave students a chance to mention 

things. 

c) Students have been divided into small groups. There are 4-6 students in 

each group, 

d) The teacher proposed the rules after having a group, and the teacher gave 

the opportunity for each group to select a roll of paper containing one 

category (e.g., nouns in the classroom) to be discussed in the group. 
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e) The students sit in a circle and take turn write down things that fall into 

that category for 3-5 minutes. 

f) It is possible to share opinions in several cycles until the "think-time" is 

over, and everyone must share ideas. 

g) The last session is a presentation that has been carried out by the 

representatives of each group.  

h) The researcher discussed the students' answers.   

Post-teaching 

a) The researcher gave feedback and comments about students' activities 

in the class. 

b) The researcher closed the class 

3. Post-Test 

After the treatment, the researcher gave 20 multiple-choice test items for 

60 minutes on nouns and adjectives to recognize the vocabulary acquisition of the 

students. 

G. Research Instrument 

The instrument of this research was a vocabulary test, where the test was 

multiple-choice items. The numbers of the questions were 20 items. The test was 

used to measure students' abilities. The pre-test in this research was used to find 

the pre-existing ability of the students. Meanwhile, the post-test was used to 

recognize the improvement after treatment was given to the students. 

H. The Technique of Data Analysis 

The researcher analyzed data by using procedures as follows: 
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1. Analyzing the pre-test and post-test raw data. - of the correct answers 

from the students received 1 point, and the wrong answer received 0. 

2. Using the following formula to translate the raw scores to a maximum 

score of 100. 

      
                                    

                  
      

3. Converting the students' achievement into values. 

4. Classify the student score into the score category below. 

 The students' test score in pre-test and post-test were classified into the 

following score:
29

 

Table 3.3. The Classification Score for Test 

1 90 – 100 Excellent  

2 80 – 89 Good 

3 70 – 79 Adequate 

4 60 – 69 Inadequate/unsatisfactory 

5 Below 60 Failing/unacceptable 

5. Using SPSS 22 to evaluate windows, analyze the mean score, 

standard deviation, frequency table, and t-test (dependent sample t-

test) between the result of the mean score of students in the pre-test 

and post-test. 

                                                           
29
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings  

The results of the analysis indicate the result of the statistically evaluated 

data. It measures the students' pre-test and post-test results, the percentage of 

student scores, the mean score, and the standard deviation from the students' pre-

test and post-test. 

The researcher discussed the results of the pre-test that had been done 

prior to treatment. The pre-test was held from 08:40 until 09:50 am on Friday, 28 

August 2020, and the post-test was held from 09:00 until 10:30 am on Friday, 11 

September 2020. In the tables, the researcher presents the data and calculates the 

score by using the program SPSS 22. The pre-test classification of the student's 

score can be seen in Table 4.1 below: 

Table 4.1. The Classification of Students' Vocabulary Score in the Pre-test 

and Post-test 

No Classification Score 

PRE-TEST POST-TEST 

Frequen

cy 

Percentag

e 

Frequen

cy 

Percentag

e 

1 Excellent  90-100 - 0 % - 0 % 

2 Good 80-89 1 4.8 % 2 9.5 % 

3 Adequate 70-79 1 4.8 % 8 38.1 % 

4 Inadequate/ 

Unsatisfactory 

60-69 6 28.6 % 2 9.5 % 

5 Failing/ 

Unacceptable 

Below 60 13 61.9 % 9 42.9 % 
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Total 21 100.0 % 21 100.0 % 

Based on table 4.1 shows that in the pre-test there were none of the 

students (0%) obtained excellent, and there was one student (4.8%) who obtained 

good, there was one student (4.8%) who obtained adequately. There were six 

students (28.6%) who obtained inadequate/unsatisfactory and 13 students (61.9%) 

who obtained failing/unacceptable. Based on the data, it can be seen on the table 

that the students obtained inadequate/unsatisfactory and failing/unacceptable more 

than the students obtained adequate and good, which means that the students' 

vocabulary acquisition is still low. While in Post-test, there were none of the 

students (0%) who obtained excellent, and there were two students (9.5%) who 

obtained good. The other showed that there were eight students (38.1%) who 

obtained adequate. There were two students (9.5%) who obtained 

inadequate/unsatisfactory and nine students (42.9%) who obtained 

failing/unacceptable, which means there is an increase after gave treatment. 

After classifying the students' score, the mean score of the students' correct 

answer can be seen in the following table: 

Table 4.2 The Mean Score of Students' Correct Answer in Pre-test and Post-

Test 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

PRE-TEST 21 25 85 52.86 13.926 

POST-TEST 21 35 85 60.24 15.690 

Table 4.2 shows that the students' minimum score is 25 in the pre-test, and 

the highest score is 85. In addition, it also means that the mean score in the Pre-

test for student vocabulary tests is 52.86, and the standard deviation is 13.926. 
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While the students' minimum score is 35 in the post-test, and the maximum score 

is 85. Furthermore, it also shows that the mean score in the Post-test for student 

vocabulary tests is 60.24, and the standard deviation is 15.690. 

Table 4.5. The Comparison between Pre-test and Post-test 

 Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Pair 1 PRE-TEST 52.86 21 13.926 3.039 

POST-TEST 60.24 21 15.690 3.424 

Table 4.5 shows that the mean pre-test score for the students was 52.86, 

and the mean post-test score was 60.24. The pre-test standard deviation was 

13.92, and the post-test standard deviation was 15.690. The researcher concludes 

from the comparison of the pre-test and post-test students that there is an 

improvement in the scores of students after teaching using the round-robin 

brainstorming technique. 

Table 4.6. The Paired Sample Test of Pre-test and Post-test 

 

Paired Differences 

T df 

Sig. 

(2-

tailed) Mean 

Std. 

Deviati

on 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 

1 

PRE-TEST 

POST-TEST 
-7.381 9.698 2.116 -11.795 -2.967 -3.488 20 .002 

By using SPSS 22, the hypothesis was tested. In this case, for a paired 

sample t-test, the researcher used a t-test (significance test), which is a test to 

know the significant difference between the results of the mean scores of students 

in the pre-test and post-test. 

The result of a statistical analysis of the significance of level 0.05 with the 

degree of freedom (df) = N-1, where N=21, df=20. The probability value was 
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smaller than the 0.02 < 0.05 alpha (a) value. It means that the alternative 

hypothesis (H1) has been accepted, and the null hypothesis (H0) has been 

rejected. It means that there was a difference in teaching vocabulary before and 

after using the round-robin brainstorming technique. Therefore, the researcher 

concluded that the round-robin brainstorming technique effectively improves the 

students' vocabulary acquisition. 

B. Discussion 

From the data analysis, the objectives of the research were to determine 

whether there was an effect of the use of the Round Robin Brainstorming 

technique on vocabulary mastery of class X students of SMA Negeri 5 Luwu 

Utara. 

Based on the research method, the teaching-learning process is divided 

into three stages. Before being taught using the Round Robin Technique, the first 

stage was giving a pre-test to students to determine the student's vocabulary 

mastery. The second stage was to provide students with treatment; using the 

Round Robin Technique; the treatment is to describe an object. The last phase was 

to give a post-test. Twenty-one students were given a test to determine vocabulary 

mastery after they were treated using the Round Robin brainstorming method. 

During the teaching and learning process applying the Round Robin Technique, 

students are more active in the learning process.  

Based on the results of the vocabulary test, students' scores after being 

taught using the Round Robin technique were 14 students obtained a higher score 

on the post-test, but there were five students who obtain the same score on the 
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pre-test and post-tests, and two students obtain a lower score on the post-test. 

Some students said that because there were new vocabulary words that they didn't 

know at all, it was difficult to answer some questions and some students were still 

less active in the learning process, and the students were unfocused on the 

explanation of the researcher. These obstacles caused by students were still 

uninterested in learning vocabulary. There will be an interest when the learners' 

needs, capacities, and skills are a good match for the demands offered by a 

specific activity. So, the learners' interest show in an activity or an area of 

knowledge forecasts how much they will present to it and how they process, 

understand, and keep thinking about it. The result of this finding is similar to 

Hidayat (2016), who found that the students who were participating in his 

research have inferior vocabulary achievement because, during his research, they 

did not bring an English dictionary and ignored him when he explained the 

material.
30

 

Round Robin Brainstorming is usually used to teach speaking, reading, 

and writing, but in this research, the authors used Round Robin Brainstorming to 

improve students' vocabulary and use music as time duration, slightly different 

from the usual Round Robin Brainstorming game procedures. The researcher 

divides the students into groups, and a paper is given to each group. Each group 

will describe one word they receive, and all members will have the opportunity to 

discuss and write a summary of the word they receive. After the time runs out, one 

of the group members will read the results of their discussion. 
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 Nur Hidayat, „Improving Students‟ Vocabulary Achievement Throught Word Game‟, Jurnal of 

English Educators Society, 1.2 (2016), 95–104. 
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Based on the research that has been done, it was found that the Round 

Robin Brainstorming technique in learning vocabulary can motivate students to 

learn vocabulary. They are more active because each member has a turn to write. 

In addition, the use of music as duration of time also makes them more excited, 

although sometimes they have difficulty finding some words in the offline 

dictionary because there is a word limit in the offline dictionary. To implement 

Round Robin Brainstorming in class, an offline or online dictionary is needed for 

each student because, in reality, Round-Robin Brainstorming will be difficult to 

implement if students do not have a dictionary because students will have 

difficulty making sentences if they do not use a dictionary. 

The use of the technique in the teaching-learning process is very important 

because, according to Laurence (n.d.), a Round-Robin Brainstorming benefit is 

that a group uses other student's ideas to raise even more ideas without being 

affected by assertive or vocal members of the team. Another benefit of this 

technique is that it also ensures that every student in the group gets an equal 

chance to present their ideas.
31

 A technique will assist the teacher in teaching 

more easily and helping the more enjoyed students creates an attractive, 

enjoyable, and engaging learning atmosphere. Round Robin brainstorming is one 

of the methods that are simple and interesting to use in teaching vocabulary. 

Kagan and Kagan (2009) cited Round Robin Brainstorming as an activity in 

which, in turn, each student should express opinions in a group discussion based 

on the subject given. By doing so, students will add suggestions to others in order 

                                                           
31

Matthew Laurence, Creativity in the Context of Education. Retrieved from 

https://sites.google.com/a/sas.edu.sg/creativity-in-the-context-of-education/idea-generation-

tools/round-robin-brainstorming 
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to find the best solution. Teamwork helps them to have several potential thoughts 

that will be extended.
32

 

This research is in line with Faisah (2012) who found that after she taught 

speaking skills by using round robin brainstorming to the Eleventh-grade students 

of SMA 1 Mejobo Kudus, the students‟ speaking skills significance got 

improvement, the difference between Faizah and Reseracher's research is that she 

used quantitative experimental while the researcher used pre-experiment. Putri 

(2018) who stated that Round Robin Brainstorming Technique Influence the 

vocabulary mastery of the Eighth-Graders of SMPN 5 Bandar Lampung, the 

difference between Putri's research and the Researcher is that Putri used a quasi-

experimental while the researcher uses the pre-experiment. Nopita (2014) also 

stated that students who were taught using the Round Robin Brainstorming 

Technique got better scores than students who were taught without using the 

Round Robin Brainstorming Technique, The difference between Novita's research 

and Researcher is that Nopita uses quasi experimental while the researcher uses 

pre-experiment.
33

According to Sripradith (2019), the usage of Round Robin 

Brainstorming assisted the learners in getting involved more and therefore 

improving their ability to research and intercommunicate in English.
34

 

The Round Robin brainstorming technique definitely shows real 

effectiveness in teaching vocabulary based on the above explanation because it 

                                                           
32

Kagan and Kagan. 
33

 Wike Nopita, The Influence of Round Robin Brainstorming Technique in Improving Students’ 

Vocabulary (An Experimental Study at the Seventh-Grade Students of SMPN 1 Situraja-

Sumedang) (Bandung: State Islamic University of Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung, 2014). 
34
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Speaking Ability Among Nakhonphanom University‟s Second Year Students in Thailand‟, 

Journal of Education and Learning, 8.4 (2019). 
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can help SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara 10
th

 grade students develop their vocabulary 

acquisition.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

The researcher should conclude on the basis of the results and discussion 

that using the Round Robin Brainstorming technique is effective in enhancing the 

vocabulary of students at SMA Negeri 5 Luwu Utara's tenth grade. It could be 

proved by the results of this analysis between the average score of the pre-test and 

post-test students. The students' mean score was 52.86 in the pre-test, and the 

students' mean score was 60.244 in the post-test. In addition, the t-test of the 

student's vocabulary acquisition can also be shown to be lower than alpha = (0.02 

<0.05). This implies the rejection of the null hypothesis (H0) and the acceptance 

of the alternative hypothesis (H1). 

B. Suggestion 

The research score finding showed that it is significantly different from the 

scores of the students before and after the Round Robin Technique. Some 

suggestions, as wants to follow, are addressed to students, teachers, and future 

researchers: 

1. For the students 

Learning through the round-robin brainstorming technique will be more 

effective if students prepare an bilingual dictionary or an online English dictionary 

as a tool during learning.  
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2. For the teacher 

The Round Robin Technique can be used in the classroom to teach 

vocabulary in order to be successful in teaching vocabulary. Teachers should use 

more innovative media when applying these techniques to students, create more 

demanding rules so that students are more interested in learning English and 

prepare the material on sheet of paper to make it more efficient. 

3. For the future researcher 

This study is not yet perfect, and it is proposed that by refining the 

approach or using it as a guide in another field of teaching to perform more 

research related to the Round Robin Technique, the potential researcher can 

conduct more research in a similar area. This study is very interesting because it 

will give the researcher some knowledge and demonstrate the advantages of using 

the Round Robin Techniques to enhance vocabulary. 
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LESSON PLAN 

Treatment 1 

Subject : Descriptive Text (Describing things) 

Class : X Ipa 1 

Time Allocation : 45 minutes 

A. LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

Through Round Robin Brainstorming, students are expected to improve 

vocabulary mastery, be able to use vocabulary according to the context, and be 

more active in learning.  

B. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

1. The teacher opens the class by giving greetings and motivation. 

2. The teacher introduces herself, checks student attendance, and explains the 

material to be discussed. 

3. The teacher explains about describing things in the classroom. 

4. The teacher gives students a chance to mention things in their classroom. 

5. The teacher will explain about Round Robin Brainstorming. 

6. The teacher divided the student into small groups. Each group consists of 

4-6 students 

7. After having a group, the teacher proposes the rules, and the teacher gives 

the opportunity for each group to choose a roll of paper that contains one 

category (for example nouns in the classroom) that they will write down as 

much as possible. 

8. The students sit in a circle and take turn write down items that fall into that 

category on the paper. The time given is around 3-5 minutes. 

9. Sharing opinions can be done in many cycles until the "think-time" is up, 

and all must share ideas. 

10. Each group attaches the paper that has been done on the board, and then 

the teacher and students together check the results of the exercise that has 

been done. 

11. The teacher gives feedback and comments on the students' activities in the 

class. 

12. The teacher closes the meeting. 

C. ASSESSMENT 

Attitude assessment: Observation. 

Knowledge assessment: test/exercise results. 

 



This is a table   

The table is brown 

It has four legs  

It is made of wood 

We use it to study 

Describing things in my classroom 

List of Vocabulary 

Classroom : Ruang kelas 

Marker: Spidol 

Chair: Bangku  

Pen: Pulpen 

Book: Buku 

White Board: Papan Tulis 

Cup Board: Lemari 

Picture: Gambar 

Broom: Sapu 

Legs: kaki 

Wood: Kayu 

Bag: tas 

Black : Hitam 

White : putih 

Yellow  : Kuning 

Red  : Merah 

Blue  : Biru 

Green : Hijau  

Brown  : Coklat 

Gray : Abu-abu 

Hard : keras 

Big  : besar 

Small  : kecil 

Long  : panjang 

Tall  : tinggi 

Short  : pendek

 

Research : Belajar 

Write : Menulis 

Read : membaca 

Clean  : membersihkan 

Sit  : duduk 

Keep  : menyimpan

Nouns 

Adjective 

Verb 



LESSON PLAN 

Treatment 2 

Subject : Descriptive Text (Describing animals) 

Class : X Ipa 1 

Time Allocation : 45 minutes 

A. LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

Through Round Robin Brainstorming, students are expected to improve 

vocabulary mastery, be able to use vocabulary according to the context, and be 

more active in learning 

B. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

1. The teacher opens the class by giving greetings and motivation 

2. The teacher introduces herself, checks student attendance, and explains the 

material to be discussed. 

3. The teacher explains about describing animals. 

4. The teacher gives students a chance to mention animals and their 

characteristics that they know. 

5. The teacher will explain about Round Robin Brainstorming. 

6. The teacher divided the student into small groups. Each group consists of 

4-6 students 

7. After having a group, the teacher proposes the rules, and the teacher gives 

the opportunity for each group to choose a roll of paper that contains one 

word (for example, a cat). Then they will make simple sentences related to 

cats.   

8. The students sit in a circle and take turn write down items that fall into that 

category on the paper. The time given is around 3-5 minutes. 

9. Sharing opinions can be done in many cycles until the "think-time" is up, 

and all must share ideas. 

10. The last session is a presentation that will be carried out by representatives 

of each group. The group that writes the most vocabulary gets extra points. 

11. The teacher and students together check the results of the exercise that has 

been done. 

12. Asking the students about their understanding of the vocabulary they are 

taught. 

13. Giving the test. 

14. The teacher closes the meeting. 

C. ASSESSMENT 

Attitude assessment: Observation. 

Knowledge assessment: test/exercise results. 



Descriptive Text about Animal

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elephants are the largest land animal in the world. They are herbivores. 

They eat grass, leaves, and fruit. An elephant has a big body with four legs. It has 

large but thin ears and small eyes. It also has one long nose called a trunk. It uses 

the trunk to lift the food. Its skin is grey and hairless. It has a short tail. Their 

habitat is usually in the forest or in the zoo. The elephants are strong animals. 

They can carry heavy loads. 

Nouns 

Fur (bulu) 

Hair (rambut) 

Eyes (mata) 

Snout (moncong) 

Paw (kaki) 

Tail (ekor) 

Whiskers (kumis) 

Claw (kuku/cakar) 

Nose (hidung) 

Ears (telinga) 

Eyes (mata) 

Beak (paruh) 

Wings (sayap) 

Feathers (bulu unggas) 

Scales (sisik) 

Horn (tanduk) 

Legs (kaki) 

Fang (taring) 

Grass (rumput) 

Leaves (daun) 

Adjectives

Furry (berbulu) 

Poisonous (beracun) 

Dangerous (berbahaya) 

Tame (jinak) 

Clever (pintar) 

Tiny (kecil) 

Wild (liar) 

Large (besar) 

Heavy (berat) 

Noisy (berisik) 

Flying (terbang) 

Beautiful (indah/cantik) 



Cute (lucu) 

Long (panjang) 

Short (pendek) 

Thick (tebal) 

Thin (tipis) 

Strong (kuat) 

Smooth (halus)  

Sharp (tajam)

Verb 

Eat (makan) 

Lift (mengangkat) 

Fly (terbang) 

Run (berlari) 

Jump (lompat)



LESSON PLAN 

Treatment 3 

Subject : Descriptive Text (Describing people) 

Class : X Ipa 1 

Time Allocation : 45 minutes 

A. CORE COMPETENCIES 

1. Living and practicing the teachings of the religion they adhere to 

2. Live and practice honest behavior, discipline, responsibility, care (mutual 

cooperation, cooperation, tolerance, peace), courteous, responsive and pro-

active and show an attitude as part of the solution to various problems in 

interacting effectively with the social and natural environment and in 

placing themselves as a reflection of the nation in the world. 

3. Understand, apply, analyze factual, conceptual, procedural knowledge 

based on their curiosity about science, technology, arts, culture, and 

humanities with insight into humanity, nationality, statehood and 

civilization related to the causes of phenomena and events, as well as 

apply procedural knowledge in a specific field of study in accordance with 

their talents and interests to solve problems 

4. Processing, reasoning, and presenting in the realm of the concrete and 

abstract realms related to the development of what they learn in school 

independently, and able to use methods according to scientific principles. 

B. BASIC COMPETENCIES 

1. Analyze social functions, structures text, and linguistic elements in the text 

simple descriptive about people, tourist attractions, and buildings 

historically famous, according to the context of their use. 

2. Compose simple oral and written descriptive texts about people, tourist 

attractions, and buildings historic famous, with pay attention to purpose, 

text structure, and linguistic elements, correctly and according to context. 

C. LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

Through Round Robin Brainstorming, students are expected to improve 

vocabulary mastery, be able to use vocabulary according to the context, and be 

more active in learning 

D. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

1. The teacher opens the class by giving greetings and motivation 

2. The teacher introduces herself, checks student attendance, and explains the 

material to be discussed. 

3. The teacher explains about describing people 



4. The teacher gives students a chance to mention characteristics and 

appearance that they know. 

5. The teacher will explain about Round Robin Brainstorming. 

6. The teacher divided the student into small groups. Each group consists of 

4-6 students 

7. After having a group, the teacher proposes the rules, and the teacher gives 

the opportunity for each group to choose a roll of paper that contains one 

word (for example, a cat). Then they will make simple sentences related to 

cats.   

8. The students sit in a circle and take turn write down items that fall into that 

category on the paper. The time given is around 3-5 minutes. 

9. Sharing opinions can be done in many cycles until the "think-time" is up, 

and all must share ideas. 

10. The last session is a presentation that will be carried out by representatives 

of each group. The group that writes the most vocabulary gets extra points. 

11. The teacher and students together check the results of the exercise that has 

been done. 

12. Asking the students about their understanding of the vocabulary they are 

taught. 

13. Giving the test. 

14. The teacher closes the meeting. 

E. ASSESSMENT 

Attitude assessment: Observation. 

Knowledge assessment: test/exercise results. 



Descriptive Text about Someone 

 

 

Maudy Ayunda is a famous artist from Indonesia. Her full name is 

Ayunda Faza Maudya. She was born in Jakarta on 

19 December 1994. She has thin lips, an oval face, 

and short black hair. She has a very nice smile, an 

innocent look and very friendly to people. Her 

hobbies are singing, swimming, writing, and 

playing a musical instrument. She can play the 

piano and guitar. She likes to create a song using 

guitar and piano 

Vocabularies 

1. smart = pintar 

2. fat = gemuk 

3. thin = kurus 

4. ugly = jelek 

5. boring = membosankan 

6. calm = tenang 

7. chubby = gemuk 

8. clever = pandai 

9. smart = pintar 

10. stupid = bodoh 

11. slim = langsing 

12. tall = tinggi 

13. short = pendek 

14. curly hair = rambut keriting 

15. straight hair = rambut lurus 

16. short hair = rambut pendek 

17. long hair = rambut panjang 

18. wavy hair = rambut 

bergelombang 

19. white skin = kulit putih 

20. pointed nose = hidung 

mancung 

21. flat nose = hidung pesek 

 

 



LESSON PLAN 

Treatment 4 

Subject : Descriptive Text (Describing place) 

Class : X Ipa 1 

Time Allocation : 45 minutes 

A. CORE COMPETENCIES 

1. Living and practicing the teachings of the religion they adhere to 

2. Live and practice honest behavior, discipline, responsibility, care (mutual 

cooperation, cooperation, tolerance, peace), courteous, responsive and pro-

active and show an attitude as part of the solution to various problems in 

interacting effectively with the social and natural environment and in 

placing themselves as a reflection of the nation in the world. 

3. Understand, apply, analyze factual, conceptual, procedural knowledge 

based on their curiosity about science, technology, arts, culture, and 

humanities with insight into humanity, nationality, statehood and 

civilization related to the causes of phenomena and events, as well as 

apply procedural knowledge in a specific field of study in accordance with 

their talents and interests to solve problems 

4. Processing, reasoning, and presenting in the realm of the concrete and 

abstract realms related to the development of what they learn in school 

independently, and able to use methods according to scientific principles. 

B. BASIC COMPETENCIES 

1. Analyze social functions, structures text, and linguistic elements in the text 

simple descriptive about people, tourist attractions, and buildings 

historically famous, according to the context of their use. 

2. Compose simple oral and written descriptive texts about people, tourist 

attractions, and buildings historic famous, with pay attention to purpose, 

text structure, and linguistic elements, correctly and according to context. 

C. LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

Through Round Robin Brainstorming, students are expected to improve 

vocabulary mastery, be able to use vocabulary according to the context, and be 

more active in learning 

D. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

1. The teacher opens the class by giving greetings and motivation 

2. The teacher introduces herself, checks student attendance, and explains the 

material to be discussed. 

3. The teacher explains about describing a place. 

4. The teacher gives students a chance to mention a place that they know. 



5. The teacher will explain about Round Robin Brainstorming. 

6. The teacher divided the student into small groups. Each group consists of 

4-6 students 

7. After having a group, the teacher proposes the rules, and the teacher gives 

the opportunity for each group to choose a roll of paper that contains one 

word (for example, a cat). Then they will make simple sentences related to 

cats.   

8. The students sit in a circle and take turn write down items that fall into that 

category on the paper. The time given is around 3-5 minutes. 

9. Sharing opinions can be done in many cycles until the "think-time" is up, 

and all must share ideas. 

10. The last session is a presentation that will be carried out by representatives 

of each group. The group that writes the most vocabulary gets extra points. 

11. The teacher and students together check the results of the exercise that has 

been done. 

12. Asking the students about their understanding of the vocabulary they are 

taught. 

13. Giving the test. 

14. The teacher closes the meeting. 

E. ASSESSMENT 

Attitude assessment: Observation. 

Knowledge assessment: test/exercise results. 



Describing Places 

 

Toraja is one of the beautiful places in Indonesia. It has mountainous rows and green 

hills, so that the place is rich in nature tourism. In this place, you can see ancient traditions 

such as Rambu Solo. Rambu Solo is a funeral ceremony in the place. The ceremony will be 

held for days and spend so much money. People in Tana Toraja have beliefs that as long as 

they're not burry, the deceased is the one who is ill. Usually, people who have died will be 

given formalin so that it can prevent decompose quickly while Rambu Solo is running. 

Vocabulary:

Ancient = Kuno/langka 

Beautiful = Indah 

Boring = Membosankan 

Crowded = Penuh sesak 

Charming = Indah 

Exciting = Menyenangkan  

Expensive = Mahal 

Famous = Terkenal 

Fantastic = Fantastis 

Fascinating = Menarik 

Huge = Besar/luas 

Historic = Bersejarah 

Lively = Hidup 

Popular = Terkenal 

Polluted = Tercemar 

Touristic = Wisata 

Peaceful = Damai 

Stunning = Menakjubkan 

Noisy = Berisik 

Rural = Pedesaan 

Mountainous=Pegunungan 

Fertile = Subur 

Ancient = Kuno/langka 

Crowded = Penuh sesak 

 



























RAW SCORES AND SCORES IN PRE-TEST AND POST-TEST 

Subject 
Students Correct 

Answer in Pre-test 

Pre-test 

Score 

Students Correct 

Answer in Post-test 

Post-Test 

Score 

S1 10 50 14 70 

S2 8 40 10 50 

S3 8 40 12 60 

S4 17 85 17 85 

S5 7 35 8 40 

S6 11 55 13 65 

S7 15 75 15 75 

S8 8 40 8 40 

S9 13 65 15 75 

S10 10 50 7 35 

S11 12 60 14 70 

S12 11 55 17 85 

S13 9 45 9 45 

S14 12 60 14 70 

S15 10 50 10 50 

S16 13 65 14 70 

S17 12 60 11 55 

S18 11 55 14 70 

S19 12 60 14 70 

S20 5 25 7 35 

S21 8 40 10 50 



Frequency Table 

PRE-TEST 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 25 1 4.8 4.8 4.8 

35 1 4.8 4.8 9.5 

40 4 19.0 19.0 28.6 

45 1 4.8 4.8 33.3 

50 3 14.3 14.3 47.6 

55 3 14.3 14.3 61.9 

60 4 19.0 19.0 81.0 

65 2 9.5 9.5 90.5 

75 1 4.8 4.8 95.2 

85 1 4.8 4.8 100.0 

Total 21 100.0 100.0  

 

The classification of students' vocabulary test in Pre-test 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Good 1 4.8 4.8 4.8 

Adequate 1 4.8 4.8 9.5 

Inadequate/Unsatisfactory 6 28.6 28.6 38.1 

Failing/Unacceptable 13 61.9 61.9 100.0 

Total 21 100.0 100.0  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Frequency Table 

POST-TEST 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 35 2 9.5 9.5 9.5 

40 2 9.5 9.5 19.0 

45 1 4.8 4.8 23.8 

50 3 14.3 14.3 38.1 

55 1 4.8 4.8 42.9 

60 1 4.8 4.8 47.6 

65 1 4.8 4.8 52.4 

70 6 28.6 28.6 81.0 

75 2 9.5 9.5 90.5 

85 2 9.5 9.5 100.0 

Total 21 100.0 100.0  

 

The classification of students' vocabulary test in Post-test 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Good 2 9.5 9.5 9.5 

Adequate 8 38.1 38.1 47.6 

Inadequate/Unsatisfactory 2 9.5 9.5 57.1 

Failing/Unacceptable 9 42.9 42.9 100.0 

Total 21 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 



Descriptives 
 

The mean score of students' correct answer in the Pre-test 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

PRE-TEST 21 25 85 52.86 13.926 

Valid N (listwise) 21     

 

The mean score of students' correct answer in the Post-test 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

POST-TEST 21 35 85 60.24 15.690 

Valid N (listwise) 21     

 

 
T-Test 

Paired Samples Statistics 

 Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Pair 1 PRE-TEST 52.86 21 13.926 3.039 

POST-TEST 60.24 21 15.690 3.424 

 
 

The Paired Samples Test of Pre-test and Post-test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 

Sig. (2-

tailed) Mean 

Std. 

Deviation 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 1 PRE-TEST - 

POST-TEST 
-7.381 9.698 2.116 

-

11.795 
-2.967 -3.488 20 .002 

 

 

 

 

 
 



DOCUMENTATIONS 

Figure 1: Students doing the pre-test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: The teacher explains the rules of Round Robin Brainstorming 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Students describe one of the objects in the class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 4: Students study examples of a given describing place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: The teacher explains the describing animal 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Students doing the post-test 
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